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DEATH’S DUEL

OR, ACONSOLATION TO THE SOULE, AGAINST THE DYING

LIFE, AND LIVING DEATH OF THE BODY

Déelivered in a Sermon at White-Hall, before the Kings Majesty, in the beginning of Lent [Feb. 25], 1630,Being his last
Sermon, and called by Majesties household The Doctors Owne Funerall Sermon

TO THE READER

[Preface to thést edition(1632)by Richard Redmer, the publisher.]

This Sermon was, by Sacré@dthoiitie, stiled the Authors owne funeral Sermon. Most fitly: whether
wee respect the time, or the matter. It was preached not many dayes before his death; as if, having done
this, there remained nothing for him to doe, but to die: And the matter is, of Deatb¢dison and
subject of allfunemll Sermons. It hath beene observed of Réseent Man, That his Faculty ifPreach
ing continually encreased: and, That as hee exceeded others at first; so, at last hee exceeded himselfe.
This is his last Sermon; | will not say, ittiserdore his best; because, all his weescelent Yet thus
much: A dying Mans words, if they concerne our selves, doe usually make the tleppeEsion as
being spoken mo&eingly, and with leasaffedation. Now, whom doth it not concerne to learn, both the
danger, and benefit of death? Death is every mans enemy, and intends hurt to all; though to many, hee be
occasion of greatestgoods. This enemy wee must all combgteg; whom hee living did almost conquer;
havingdiscoweredthe utmost of his power, the utmost ofdriseties May wee make such use of this and
other the likeprepamtives That neither deathwhersceverit shall come, may seenterrible; nor life
tedious, how long soever it shhdkt. R.
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DEATH’S DUEL

PSALME 68. VERS. 20in fine. And unto Godhe (LORD) belong the issues dkath.i.e. Fromdeath.

BUILDINGS Stand by the benefit of thefourdations that susteine andupportthem, and of their
butteresseghat comprdnendandembracethem, and of theicontignations that knit and unite them: The
fourdations suffer them not tsinke, thebutteressessuffer them not tewerve,and thecontighation and
knitting suffers them not to cleave; The body of building is in the former part of this verse: It is this;
hee thais our Godis theGod ofsalvdion; ad salutes,of salvaions in the plurall, so it is in theriginall;
theGodthat gives uspirituall andtempaall salvdion too. But of thisbuilding, thefourdation, thebutter
essesthe contignations are in this part of th@erse,which consttutesour text, and in the three divers
accepations of the words amongst oexpostors Unto God the Lord belong the issues from death. For
first thefoundation of thisbuilding, (that ourGodis theGod of allsalvaions) is laid in this; That unto this
God the Lord belong the issuesdafath,that is, it is in his power to give us Bsueanddeliverance even
then when wee are brought to the jawes and teeth of death, and to the lippes of that whirlepoole, the grave.
And so in thisaccepation, this exitusmortis thisissue ofdeathis liberatio & morte, adeliverancefrom
death and this is the most obvious and Mosdinaryaccepation of these words, and that upon which our
trandation laies hold,The issues frondeath. And thensecondlythe butteessesthat comprdiend and
settle thisbuilding, That hee that isur God, is theGod of allsalvaions, are thus raised;Jnto God the
Lord belong the issues déath,that is, thedispcsition andmanner of oudeath: what kinde ofissueand
tranamigration wee shall have out of this world, whether prepared or sudden, whether viotettrah,
whether in our perfect senses or shakendismideredby sicknes; there is nmndenmaion to bee argued
out of that, ngudgementto bee made upon that, foowsaverthey dyeprecious in his sight is the death
of hissaints,and with him arehe issues of death, tlveayesof our deparing out of this life are in his
hands.And so in thissenseof thewords, thisexitusmortis the issue ofleath is liberatio in morte, A
deliverancein death; Not thatGod will deliver us from dying, but that hee wilhave acare of us in the
houre ofdeath,of what kinde soever our passage be. And indbisseandaccepation of thewords,the
natuall frame anccontesture doth well andoreghantly admirister unto us; And therhastly the contigna
tion and knitting of this building, that hee that isur Godis the God of all salvaions, consists in this,
Unto this God the Lord belong the issuegleéth,that is, that thissod the Lordhaving united and knit
both natures irone,and beingsod, having alsacomeinto this world, in ouflesh,he could have no other
meanes to save us, he could have no dsiseleout of this world, noreturneto his former glory, but by
death;And so in this sense, thixitusmortis, thisissue ofdeath isliberatio per mortem adeliveranceby
death, by the death of thi&sod our Lord Christ Jesus.And this is SaintAugustinesaccepation of the
words, and those many and great persons that have adhered to him. In all these three lines then, we shall
looke upon these word§irst, as theGod of power, the Almighty Father rescues his servants from the
jawes of deathAndthenas theGod ofmercy,thegloriousSonne rescued us, by taking upon himsthlie
issue of death: Anthen betweene these two, as tBed ofcomfort, the holy Ghostrescues us from all
disconfort by his blesse@mpresionsbefore hand, that what manner of death soever be ordeined for us,
yet thisexitusmortis shall beentroitusin vitam, ourissue indeathshall be arentrance intcevetastng
life. And these threeonsicerations, ourdeliverancea morte, in morte, per mortem, from death, in death,
and bydeath,will aburdantly doe all the offices of thlsundations of thebutteressesof thecontignation
of this ourbuilding; That he that is ouod, is theGod of allsalvaions becausauntothis God the Lord
belong the issues dkath.

First, then, we consider thiexitus mortis, to beeliberatio a morte, that with God theLord are the
issues otleath,andtherdore in all our deaths, and deadiglamties of this life, wee may justijropeof a
goodissuefrom him. And all oumperiods andransitionsin this life, are so many passadesn death to
death;our verybirth and entrance into this lifés exitus a morte, an issue fradeath,for in our mothers
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wombewee aredead soas that wee doeot knowweelive, not so much as wee doe in sigepeneither
is there anygraveso close, or sputrid a prison,asthewombewould be unto us, if we stayed irbiéyond
our time, or dyed thereeforeour time. In the gravéhe wormesloe not kill us, wedreedand feed, and
then kill those wormes which wee our selves produc’d. In the wombe the dead child Killstttes that
conceived it, and is a murtherer, naparicide, even after it is dead. And if wee bee not dead so in the
wombe,so as that being dead wee Kkill her that gave us our first life, our IWegafation. yet wee are
dead so, aPavidsldols are dead. In th&eombewee haveeyes and see not, eares and hewt There in
the wombe wee are fitted farorkes ofdarknessall the while deprived of light: And there in thhembe
wee are taughtruelty, by beingfed withblood, and may balamnedthough we banever borneOf our
very making in thevombe, David sayes, | awondefully andfeardully made,and, Suctknowkdgeis
too excelent for me,for even thais the Lordsdoing, and itis wondefull in our eyes; Ipse fecitos, it is
hee that hath made us, and not weesmivesnor our parents neithefhy hands have made me dadh
ionedme round about, saithob, and (as theriginall word is) thou hast taken paines about ] yet,
sayes hethou doest destrogne. Though | bee th&laster-peec®f thegreaestMaster(man is so), yet if
thou doe no more forme, if thou leave me where thou madestdesteution will follow. The wombe
which should be thbBouse ofife, becomesleathit selfe, if God leave us there. That which Gtdeagens
so often, theshuting of thewomb,is not so heavy, nor stisconfortable a cursein thefirst, as in the
latter shuting, nor in theshuting of barremessas in theshuting of wealenes whenchildrenare come to
thebirth, and there is naitrength to brindorth.

It is theexalation of misery, tdall from aneare hope ofiappnessAndin thatvehementimprection,
the Prophetexpresses the highest®@bdsangergive them 6 Lord, what wilt thou give thegi?e them a
miscaryng wombe.Therdore as soone as wee are men, (thainianimated quickenedin the womb)
thogh we cannot our selves, our parents have reason to say in our Wwedtalied man that he is, who
shall deliver him from this body death?for even thevombeis abody ofdeath,if there bee naeliverer.

It must be he that said tteremy,Beforel formed thee knewthee,and before thou camest out of the
wombe Isandified thee.Wee are not sure that there was no kinde of shippe nor boate to fish in, nor to
passe by, tiliGod prescribedNoah that absdute form of the Arke. That word which théwoly Ghost by
Mosesuseth for theArke, is common to all kind®f boates,Thebah,and is the same word thistoses

useth for theboatethat he wagxposedn, Thathis mother layed him in an arke lofilrushesBut we are

sure that Eve had nelidwife when she waslelivered of Cain therdore shee might well saypossedi

virum a Domino, | have gotten a man from tterd, wholly, entirely from the Lord; It is theord that
enabledme toconceive, The Lord that infus'd @uickering souleinto thatconcepion, the Lord that
brought into theworld that which himselhad quickened without all this might Eve say, Mgody had

bene but the house of death, and Domini Domini sunt exitus mortis, to God the Lord belong the issues of
death.

But then thiexitus amorte, is butintroitus in mortem this issuehis deliverancefrom that death,the
death of thevombe s anentrancea delivering over toanotherdeath,themanfold deathes of this world.
Wee have a winding sheete in our Mothers wombe, which growes with us fracoragpion, and wee
come into the world, wound up in thainding sheetfor wee come tseeke agrave; And asprisoners
discharged of actions may lie for fees, so whenatbmbehath discharged us, yet we are bound to it by
cordesof flesh by such atring, as that wee cannot goe thence, nor stay therecelderate our owne
funeralls with cries, even at our birth; as though dhreescore and ten yeardife were spent in our
mothers labour, and our circle made up in the first point thereof, we begdgaptisme with another
Sacranent with teares;And we come into a world that lasts many ages, but wee lashrdmo Patris,
says ouiSaviour,spealing of heaven, multee mansiones, there are nmagsionsdivers and durable, so
that if a man cannot possessenartyrs house, (he hath shed no blood @hrist) yet hee may have a
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Confesors he hath bene ready torifie God in the shedling of hisblood. And if a woman cannot
possesse @irgins house(she hath embrac’d thely state ofmariage)yet she may haveraatronshouse,
she hath brought forth and broughtahpldrenin the feare of God. In domo patris, in my fatheoesise,jin
heaven therare manymansions;but here upon earth tlswnne of man hath not where to lay head,
sayes he himselfé&onne terram dedit filisominum?how then hattGod given thisarth to thesonnes

of men?hee hatlgiventhemearthfor theirmateialls to bee made of earth, and hee hath given e

for their grave andeputure, to returneand resolve tearth, but not for theipossesion Here wee have
no contiruing citty, nay nocottagethat contirues nay no persons, no bodies that continbatscever
moved Sainflerometo call the journies of thisraelites, in thevildernessmansions; Thevord (the word

is Nasang signifies but ajourney, but aperayrinaion. Even thelsrael of God hath no mansions; but
journies,pilgrimagesin this life. By that measure dithcobmeasure his life t®haroah;the dayes of the
yearsof mypilgrimage And thoughthe Apostlewould not saymorimur,that, whilst weeare in thebody
weeare dead,yet hee saye®erggrinamur, whilest wee arén thebody,wee are but i pilgrimage and
wee areabsent from thé&ord; hee might have saitkad,for this wholeworld is but anuniversall church
yard, but one commograve, and the life and motion that tlggeaest persons have in it, is but as the
shaking of buried bodies in the grave, byemth-quake.That which we call life, is buHebdonada
mortium aweeke ofleaths,seaven dayes, seaven periods of our life spent in dyidging seaven times
over; and there is an en@ur birth dies ininfancy,and ourinfancydies inyouth, andyouthand the rest
die in age, andage also dies, andeteminesall. Nor doe all these, youth out of infancy, or age out of
youth arise so, asRhoenixout of theashesof anotheiPhoeixformerly dead, but aswmaspeor aserpent
out of acaryon,or as aSnakeout ofdung. Our youth isvorsethan ourinfancy,and ourageworsethan
ouryouth. Our youth is hungry antirsty, after thosesinneswhich ourinfancy knewnot; And our age is
sory andangry, that it cannotpursuethosesinneswhich ouryouthdid; and besides, al the way, so many
deaths, that is, so many deadblamtiesacconpanyeverycondiion, and every period of this life, as that
death it selfe would bee an ease to them that suffer them: Upon this sendebduaith thatGod had not
given him arissuefrom thefirst death,from thewombe Wherdore hast thou brought me forth out of the
wombe? 0 that | had given up the Ghost, and no eye scene me! | should have beene as though | had not
beene And not only thampaient Israelitesin theirmurmuiing (would to God wee had died by the hand
of the Lord in the land dEgyp) but Eliah himselfe, when héled from Jesabell and went for his life, as
that text sayes, under tdenipertree, requested thatee mightdie, and saidjt is enough now, 0 Lord,
take away myife. SoJonahjustifies his impatience nay his anger towards God himselfow 6 Lord
take, | beseech thee, my life from mee, for it is better to die tHae ténd whenGod asked himdoest
thou well to be angry fathis, he replies| doe well to be angry, even urdeath.How much worse a death
than death, is this life, which so good men would so often change for death! But if my case bee as Saint
Paulescase guotidiemarior, thatl die dayly, thatsomehing heavier than death falls upon me every day;
If my case béavidscasejota diemortificamur; all the day long wee are killed, that not onely every day,
but every houre of the day some thing heavier than death falls upon me, though that bee true of me,
Conceppusin peccdis, | was shapen imiquity, and in sinne did my mother conceiwe,(there | dyed one
death), though that be true of rfi¢atus filiusirae) | wasbornenot onely the child of sinne, bthe child

of wrath, of the wrath ofGod for sinne, which is a heavier death; Yamini Domini sunt exitumortis,
with God the Lord are the issues adath,and after alob, and aJosephand aJeremie,and aDaniel, |
cannot doubt of deliverance And if no otherdeliveranceconduce more to his glory and my good, yet he
hath thekeys ofdeath,and hee can let me out at that dore, that is, deliver me fromah#old deaths of
this world, theomnidie and thetota die, theevery daysleathandevery houresleath,by thatonedeath
thefinall dissdution of body and soule, the end of all. But then is that the end of all? diskdttion of
body and soule, the last death that the body shall suffer? (§mirdtiall death wee speake not now) It is
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not. Though this bexitus amorte, It is introittis in mortem;though it bee amssuefrom the maniold
deathsof this world, yet it is amntranceinto thedeath ofcorruption and putrefaction andvermiailation
andincineration, anddispesionin and from thegrave,in which every dead man dies over againe. It was a
prerogative pecuiar to Christ, not to die this deatmot to seecorruption: what gave him thiprivilege?

Not Josephgreatpropotion of gummes andpices,that might have preserved his body froorrugion
andincineration longer than he needed it, longer thhree dayesbut would not have done it for ever:
what preserved him then? did @gempion andfreedomefrom originall sinne preserve him from this
corrugion andincineration? 'tis true thatoriginal sinne hath induced thisorrugion andincineration
upon us; If wee had not sinned Adam,mortality had not put oimmottality, (as theApostlespeakes)
nor, corruption had not put orincorruption, but we had had ourangmigration from this to the other
world, without anymortality, anycorruption at all. But yet since Christ tookinneupon him, so farre as
made himmortall, he had it so farre too, as might have made him seedhisgtion andincineration,
though he had noriginall sinnein himself; what preserv’d him then? Did thgpcstaicall unionof both
natures,God andMan, preserve him from thisorrugion andincineration? 'tis true that this was a most
powerull embalning, to be embalmd with thdivine nature itselfe, to bee embalmd wittemity, was
able to preserve him fromorrugion andincineration for ever. And he was embalmd so, embalmd with
thedivine natureit selfe, even in hibodyas well as in hisoule;for the Godhead thedivine nature did

not depart, but remained stilhitedto his deadodyin thegrave; But yet for al thigpowefful embalning,

this hypaostaicall union of both natures, we sé&hrist did die; and for all thisunionwhich made hinGod
andMan, hee became no man (for thmion of thebodyandsoulemakes the man, and hee whose soule
and body arsepaatedby deathas long as that state lastpisperly no man.) Andherdore as in him the
dissdution of body and soule was nodissdution of the hypcstaicall union; so is there nothing that
constraines us to say, that though flleeh of Christ had seerm@rruption andincineration in the grave,
this had bene angtissdution of the hypastaicall union, for the divine nature, the Godhead might have
remained with all thé&lements angbrinciplesof Christsbody, as well as it did with the twamnsttutive
parts of hisperson, hidbodyand hissoul Thisincorruption then was not idlosephs gummes asgices,
nor was it inChristsinnocency andexemgion from originall sin, nor was it (that is, it is natecesaryto
say it was) in thdypastaicall union. But thisincorruptiblenesof hisfleshis mostconveniently plac’d in
that, Non dabis, thou wilt not suffer thy holy one to seguption. Wee looke no furthefor causes or
reasondgn themysteies of religion, but to the will angleasureof God: Christ himselfe limited hisnqui-
sition in thatita est, even so Father, for so it seemeth good in thy €dnistsbody didnot seecorrup-
tion, therdore, because Gotlad decreedit shold not. The humble Soule (and onely the humble Soule is
the religious Soule) rests himselfepon Godspurposes and the decreesGid, which he hath declared
andmanfestednot such as ameonceivedandimagnedin our selves, though upon sopm@bability, some
veregmilitude So in our present cageter proceeds in hiSermon atlerusalemand so Pauh his at,
Antiock. They preachehrist to havebene riserwithout seeingcorruption not onely becaus&od had
decreedit, but because he hadanfestedthat decreein his ProphetTherdore doth Saint Paul cite by
speciall number theecondPsalmefor thatdecree;And therdore both Saint Peter and S. Paul cite for it
that place in the 1@salme for whenGod declares hislecreeand purpose in the expresse words of his
Prophet,or when he declares it in the realtecudion tion of the decree, then he makes it ours, then he
manfestsit to us. Antherfore as theMysteies of our Religion, are not the objectsof our reason butby
faith wereston Godsdecreeand purpose , (It is so®od, because it ishy will, it should be so) sGods
decreesare ever to beonsiceredin the manfedation thereof. Allmanfedation is either in thevord of
God, or in theexection of the decree; And when these two concur and meete, it is the strdagest
stration that can bee: whetherdore | finde thosemarkesof adogion andspiritual fili ation, which are
deliveredin theword of God to be upon me, when | finde that reedection of his goodpurposeupon
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me, as thaactually | doe live under thebedence and under theondtions which areevidences chdop
tion andspiritual fili ation; Then so long as | see thewsarkesand live so; | may safely comfort my selfe
in aholy certitudeand amodesinfallibility of my adogion. Christdetemineshimself in that, the purpose
of God wasmaniestto him: S.Peterand S.Paul detemine thenselvesin those two wayes of knowing
the purposeof God the word of God before, theexection of the decreein the fulnes oftime. It was
propheyedbefore,say they, and ils performed now, Christ igsen without seeingorrugion. Now this
which is sosinguarly pectdiar to him, thathis flesh should not semrruption, at hissecondcoming,his
coming toJudgement shall extend to all that are then alive, their flesh shalseetorruption, because as
th’ Apostlesayes, and sayesasecret, as a mystery; Behold | shew you a mistery, we shall staegle,
(that is, not continue in the state of the dead in the grbue)yvee shall all be changed in arstant,we
shall have alissdution, and in thesame instant aedintegration, a reconpacing of body andsoul, and
that shall be truely a death and truelyeauredion, but nosleepng in corrugion; But for us that die now
and sleepe in the state of the dead, we must al pasgm#tisimedeath, thigdeath afterdeath,nay this
death after buriall, thidissdution afterdissdution, thisdeathof corruption andputrefaction, of vermia-
lation andIncineration, of dissdution anddispession in andfrom the grave, when these bodies that have
beene thechildren of royall parents,and theparents of royalichildren, must say withJob, Corruption
thou art myfather, andto the Worme thou art my mother and my sidtiserable riddle, when thesame
wornmmust beeny mother, and my sister, and my sélfeserableincest,when | must beenariedto my
motherand mysister,and bee botfather andmotherto myowne mother and sistdsgegetandbearethat
worme which is all thaiiserble penury; when mymouthshall be filledwith dust,and theworme shall
feed, and feedweetly upon me, when thambtious man shall haveo satidaction, if the poorestalive
tread upon him, nor thpoorestreceive anycontenientin being madesquall toPrinces,for theyshall
beeequallbutin dust.One dyeth at his full strength, being wholly at ease and in quiet, and another dies in
the bitternes of hissoul, and nevereates withpleasure but they lye downalike in thedust, and the
worme covers them; lioband inEsay it covers them and is spred under théme, worme is sprednder
thee,and the wormeovers theeThere’s theMats and theCarpetsthat lie under,and there’s th&tateand
the Canapye, that hangaver the greaestof the sons of men; Even those bodies that werdemples of
the holyGhost,come to thidilapidation, to ruine, to rubbidge, to dust, even tseael of the Lord, and
Jacobhimselfe hath no othespedficaion, no otherdenonination, but thatvermisJacoh thouworme of
Jacob.Truely theconsiceration of thisposthumedeath,this death after buriall, that aft€od, (with whom
are theissues of deatM)athdeliveredme from thedeathof thewombe by bringing mee into thevorld,
and from thananfiold deathsof theworld, by laying me in thgrave,| must die againe in dncineration

of thisflesh,and in adispesion of that dust. That thatlonarch,who spred over many nations alive, must
in his dust lie in a corner of thaheete ofead,and there, but so long as that lead will laste, and that privat
andretird man,that thought himselfe his owne for ever, and never came forth, must in his dust of the
grave bee published, and (such arerthalutions of thegraves)bee mingled with the dust of every high
way, and of every dunghill, arglvalowed in every puddle and pond: This is the mimgflorious and
contemptiblevilification, the most deadly anderempory nullification of man, that wee can consider;
God seemes to have caried theclaation of his powerto a great height, when hee s#ie Prophet
Ezechielin thevalley of dryebones,and saysSonne of man can these boties? as though it had bene
impossible, and yet they did; Theord layed Sinewes upon them, and flesh, and breathedhieno,and
they didlive: But in that case there webbenesto beeseenesomehing visible, of which it might be said,
can this thing live? But in this deathiatineration, anddispesion of dust, wee seeothingthat wee call
that mansjf we say, can this dust live? perchancesitnot,it may bee the meertustof the earth, which
never did live, never shall. It may be the dust of that mans worme, which did live, but shall no more. It
may bee the dust @hotherman, that concernes not him of whom it is askt. This deathcoferation
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and dispesion is, tonatuall reason,the mostirrecoverable deathof all, and yetDbomini Domini sunt
exitus mortis, unto God the Lord belong the issuateath,and byreconpacing this dustinto thesame
body, andreinanimaing the samdodywith thesamesoule,hee shall in a blessed aglbriousresurec-

tion give mee such aissuefrom this death,as shal never passe into any other deathedtatish me into
a life that shall last as long as therd oflife himself.

And so have you that that belongs to the firstepation of these wordgunto God the Lord belong the
issues ofleath)That though from thevombeto thegraveand in the grave it selfe wee passe fiaeath to
death,yet, asDaniel speakes, theord our God is able to deliver us, ahdewill deliverus.

And so wee passe unto @g@condacconmadation of these words (unto God the Lord belong the issues
of death)That itbelongs to God, andotto manto passe gudganentupon us at our death, or to conclude
aderdiction onGodspart upon the manner thereof.

Thoseindications which thePhystians receive, and thospresagiions which they give fordeath or
recoery in the patient,they receive and they give out of the grounds andules of theirart: But we
have no such rule or art to givgeesagtion of spirituall deathanddamnaion upon any sucindication
as wee see in ardyingman; wee see often enough to be sory, but not to despaire; wee may bee deceived
both wayes; wee use to comfort our selfe in the deadtfregnd, if it be testfied that he went away like a
Lambe,that is, without anyeluctation. But, God knowes, that [he] may beeconpanied with adanger
ousdampand stupdaction, andinsersibility of his presentstate. Our blessedsaviour sufferedoluda-
tions with death,and asadnes even in his soule death,and anagonyeven to abloody sweatein his
body, andexposulations with God, andexclamaions upon the crosse. He wasdavoutman, who said
upon his death bed, or dead turfe (for bee wakleremit) septaginta annis Domino servivisti, et mori
times? hast thou served a good Masheeescoreand ten yeares, and now art thou loath to goe into his
preence yetl-lilar ion was loathBarlaamwas adevoutman (arHeremittoo) that said that day hee died.
Cogita te hodie ccepisse servire Domino, et hfidiecurum. Consider this to be the first days service that
ever thou didst thiMaster,to glorifie him in aChrigianly and a constant deatnd if thy first day be thy
last day too, how soone dost thou come to receive thy wageBanasdwt could have beene content to
have staid longer for it: Make rib conclisionsupon any manatknesto die,for the merciesof God
worke mometarily in minutes, and many timéasersibly to bystandersor any other than the party
deparing. And then upon violerdeathsinflicted, as upomaldactors, Christ himselfe hattHorbiddenus
by his owne death to make aitly conclwsion for his owne death had thosapresionsin it; He was
reputed,he wasexecutedas amaldactor, and no doubt many of them who concurred to his death, did
beleeve him to bee so; ®fiddendeaththere are scaraxanplesto be found in thacripturesupon good
men, for death in battaileannot be calledudden deathBut God governes not bgxanples but byrules,
andtherdore make naill conclwsion upon suddemeathnor upondistenpers neither, though perchance
acconpanied with somewords ofdiffidenceand distrust in thenercies of God: The tree lies addtlesits
true, but it is not the lastroake that fells theee, nor thelast word nor gaspe thajualfiesthesoule. Stil
pray wee for apeaceablelife againstviolentdeath,and for time ofepenianceagainst suddedeath,and
for sober and ntodesissuance againstdistenperd and diffidentdeath,but never make ilconclwsions
upon personsvettakenwith such deathd)omini Domini sunt exitus mortis, to God the Lord belong the
issues of death. Anlde receivedSampsonwho went out of this world isuch anianiter (consider it
actively, consider ipassivelyin his oumedeath,and in those whom hsglew with himself €) as was
subject tantemretation hard enough. Yet theoly Ghosthath moved SPaul to celebrateSampsorin his
great Catdogue and so doth all th€hurch: Ourcriticall day is not thesery day of our death: but the
whole course of our life. | thanke him th@tyesfor me when the Bell tolles, but | thank him much more
thatCatechisesmee, opreachedo mee, oinstructs mee how to live. Fac hoc et viibesye’'smy secui-
tiesthe mouth of théord hath said it, doe this and thahaltlive: Butthough | dodt, yetl shall dietoo,
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die a bodily, anatuall death. ButGod never mentions, never seems to consider that death, the bodily, the
natuall death. God doth not say, live well and thou shalt die well. that is, an easie, a quiet death But live
well here,and thou shalt livevell for ever. As the first part of a sentence peeces wel with the last, and
never respects, nevheakensafter theparerthesis that cor.,ies betweene, so dotgaod lifehere flowe
into anetemall life, without anyconsiceration, whatmanner ofdeathwee dye: But whether thgate of my
prison be openedwith anoyld key (by a gentle angrepaling sicknes)pr the gate beaewendowneby a
violentdeath, or the gate beburnt dowveby araging andfrantique feaver, a gate into heaven | shall
have, forfrom thelLord is the cause of niife, and withGod thelLord are theissues ofleath.And further
wee cary not thisecondaccepation of thewords, as thisissue of death ikberatio in morte, Godsare
that thesoiile besafe,whatagoniessoever théody suffersin thehoure ofdeath.But passe to outhird
part and last part; as thissue of death iBberatio per mortem, aleliveranceby thedeathof another, by
the death of ChrisSuffeertiam Jobaudisti, et vidisti finemDomini, sayes Sainfamesb. i i. You have
heard of the patience of Jobays he, All this while you have done that, for in every nsatgmtous
miselble man, alJob speakes; Nowee the end of theord, saith thatApostle,which is not that end that
the Lord propos’d to himselfésalvaion to us) nor the end which he proposes to(csnfomitie to him)

but see the end of therd, sayes he, The entthat the Lord himselfe came ©@eathand apaindull and a
shaméull death. But why did he die? and why die §ata Domini Domini sunt exitusiortis (as Saint
Augusine interpreing this text answeres thajuesion) because tthis God our Lord belong’'d the issues
of death. Quidapettius dicerdur? sayes bee there, what can bee more obvious, mandest than this
sense of these words. In the former part of this verse, it iskéaitdhat is our God, is the God sdilvaion,
Deus salvos faciendso bee reads it, th@od that must save us. Who can that be, sayes hdegbus? for
therdore that namewasgiven him, because he was $aveus. And to thisJesussayes he, thiSaviour,
belong the issues of death; Nemortuit eum de hac vita alios exitus habere quaortis. Being come into
this.life in our mortal naturd;le could not goe out d@f any other wayut by death. Idedictum,sayes he,
therefore it is said, To God the Lord belong the issues of deatlystgrergur moriendo nos salvos
facturum, to skew that his way to save us wadigoAnd from thistext doth Saintisodore prove, that
Christ was truelyMan, (which as mangects oherdiquesdenied,as that he wasuely God) because to
him, though he werBominusDominus(as the text doublé§ God thelLord, yet to him,to God the Lord
belong’'d the issues of deatbportuit eumpati more can not be said, th&hrist himselfe sayes of
himselfe; These things Christ oughtdoffer,bee had no other way but by death: So thénpartof our
Sermonmust needes be gassionSermon;since all his life was aontiruall passion, all ouLent may
well bee acontiruall good Friday.Christspaindull life tooke off none of the paines of his death, bee felt
not the lesse then for having felt so much before. Nor will any thing that shall be said before, lessen, but
rather inlarge thelevdion, to that which shall be said of his passion at the time ofsdiesmizatiion
thereof.Christ bled not a droppe the lesse at the last, for having bled &lirsisncision before, nor wil
you shed a teare the lesse then, if you shed some nowthArdbre bee now content to consider with
mee how tdhis God the Lord belong'd the issuesdefith.ThatGod, this Lord, the Lord of life coultle,

is a strangeontenplation; That thered Seacould bee drie, That the Saould standstill, that an Oven
could beseaven times heat and not burne, Tlhiahs could behungy%,andnot bite, is strangemiracu-
lously strange, busupemiraculous that God coulddie; but thatGod woulddie is anexaltation of that.

But even of that also it is superealtation, that God shold die, must die, and rextus(said S.Augus
tine), God the Lord had no issue but tgath,and oportuit pati, (saysChrist himself), all thisChrist
ought tosuffer,was bound to suffeBeus ultionum Deus says Davidodis theGod ofrevengeshe wold

not passeover thesinne ofmanunrevenged unpurished But thenDeus ultionum libera egit (sayes that
place) The God of revenges workes freely, he punishes, he spares whaeitheAral wold henot spare
himselfe?he would not:Dilectio fortis ut mors, love is strong as dea#itronger, it drew in death that
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natually is not welcom.Si possbile, says Christ, if it bgossble, let this Cuppasse,when hislove
expressed in a formetecreewith his Father had made itmposible. Many waters quench not love,
Christ tried many; He waBaptizedout of hislove, and his lovedeteminednot there. Hemingled blood
with waterin hisagonyand thatleteminednot his love; hegept pureblood, all his blood at all his eyes,
at all his pores, in hiflagellation and thornes (to the Lord our God belong'd the issues of bland)
theseexpressedhut these didhot quench his love. Hee wouldt spare, nay heould not spardiimselfe.
There was nothing more free, ma@untary, moresporaneousthan the death aEhrist. 'Tis true, libere
egit, he diedsolurtarily, but yet when we consider tieentractthat had passed betweene Régher and
him, there was aoportuit, a kind ofnecesity upon him. All thisChrist ought tosuffer. And when shall
we date thisobligation, thisoportuit, thisnecesity? when shall wee sayat begun?ertainly thisdecree
by whichChrist was tcsufferall this, was artemall decreeand was there any thing before that, that was
etenall? Infinite love,etemall love; be pleased to follow, this home, and to considseiibusly, that what
liberty soever wee catonceive inChrist, to die or not to die, thisecesity of dying, thiglecreeis aseter
nall as thatiberty; and yet how small a matter made beéhidf necesity and thisdying? His Fathercals

it but a bruise,and but @ruising of his heele (the serpent shall bruise liegle)and yet that was that, the
serpent shoulgbractise and compasse hideath.Himselfe calls it but 8aptisme,as though he were to
bee the better for it. have a Baptisme to be Baptizeith, and he was in paine till it wasconplished
and yet thiBaptisme was his death. The h@kostcalls itJoy (for the Joy which was set before him hee
indured theCrosse)which was not a joy of his reward after his passion, but a joy that filled him even in
the middest of those torments, and arose from him; Wineist calls hisCalicem, aCuppe,and no worse
(can ye drink of mZuppe)he speakes not odiously, not withtesation of it: Indeed it was &up, salus
mundo, a health to all thevorld. And quid retribuam, says David, what shallrender to theLord?
answere you witlbavid, accigiam Calicem,| will take the Cup o$alvaion, take it, thatCup issalvaion,
his passionif not into yourpresentimitation, yet into yourpresentcontenplation. And behold how that
Lord that wasGod, yet could die, would die, mulig, for your salvaion. That Moses and Elias talkt with
Christin thetrandiguration, both SaintMathewand SaintMarke tell us, but what they talkt of onely S.
Luke, Dicebant excesumejus, says hethey talkt of his decease, of his death which was tacbem
plishedat Jerusalem, Thavord is of hisExodus,the very word of outext, exitus, his issue by death.
Moseswho in hisExodus hagrefiguredthis issue of outord, and in passingsrael out of Egyptthrough
thered Sea,hadforetold in that actualprophesier Christ passing of mankind through tbeaof hisblood.
And Elias, whose Exodus and issue out of thigld was afigure of Christsascesion had no doubt a
greatsatigaction in talking with ourblessed Lord de excessjus,of thefull consummation of all this in
his death, which was to be@acconplished at Jerusalem. Oumedtation of his death should be more
viscerll and affect us more because it is of a thing already done. The aRcer@nshad a certain
tendenesseanddetesation of the name of death, they could not name death, no, not in their wills. There
they could not sagi mori contigerit, but si quiiumaritus contingat, not if, or when | die, but when the
course of nature iacconplishedupon me. To us that speake daily of tleath ofChrist, (he wascruci-
fied, dead and burieddan the memory or the mention of our ovdeathbeeirkesomeor bitter? There are
in these latter times amongst us, that name death freely enough, and the Geatibafin blagpghenous
oathes andexecrdions Miserablemen, who shaltherdore bee said never to have nanlssus pecause
they have named hirtoo often. And therdore heareJesus say, Nescivi vos, | never kngw, because
they madethenselvestoo familiar with him. Moses ancElias talkt with Christ of his death,only, ina
holy and joyfull sensef the benefitwhich theyand all the world were taeceive by that. Discourses of
Religion should not beut of curiosty, but toedification. And then they talkt witlChrist of his deathat
that time, when he was in tigeeaestheight ofglory that ever hadmitedin this world, that is, higrans
figuration. And wee are afraid to speake to tireatmenof this world of theirdeath,but nourish in them
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a vaineimagnation of immortality, andimmutabilty. But bonum est nobis essie (as SaintPetersaid
there)lt is good to dwelhere,in thisconsiceration of hisdeath,andtherdore tranderre wee ourtabema-
cle (our devdions) through some of thossteps which God thieord made to hisssue of deatlhat day.
Take in thewholeday from thehoure that Christ received thmasseoveuponThurgay, unto thehourein
which heedied the next dayMakethis present daghat day in thy devdion, and consider whdteedid,
andremeniberwhatyou havedone.Before heenstitutedand celeébratedthe Sacranent (which wasafter
the eating of the passeové®e proceeded to thatt ofhumility, to wash higlisciplesfeete, even Peters,
who for a while resistedhim; In thy prepaation to the holy and blesseSacranent hast thou with a
sincerehumility sought aecortiliation with all theworld, even with those that have bemrersefrom it,
andrefused thatecorxiliation from thee? If so and not else thou hast spenffittsatpart of hislast day,
in a confomity with him. After theSacranenthee, spent the time till night jprayer, inpreachng, in
PsalmesHast thouconsiceredthat aworthyreceawng of theSacranentconsists in @ontiruation of holi-
nesseafter, as wel as in @repaation before? If so, thou hast therein atsmformedthy selfe to him, so
Christ spent his time till night; Ahight hee went into the gardenpeay, and he prayegrolixius he spent
much time, inprayer. How much? Because it Igerally expressed, thdte prayed there threseveall
times,and thateturning to hisDisciplesafter hisfirst prayer, and finding them asleepe said, could ye not
watch with me ondioure, it is collected that hespent three houres iprayer. | dare scarce aske thee
whither thou wentestgr how thou disposedst of trself, when itgrew darke and aftedast night: If that
time were spent in boly recommerdation of thy selfe toGod, and asubmision of thy will to his, It was
spent in aconfomity to him In that time and in thoggayers was his agony and blooshyeat.| will hope
that thou didspray, but noteveryordinary and custonary prayer, but prayeactually acconpanied with
shedling of teares, andlispostively in a readines tehed blood for his glory inecesary casesputs thee
into a confomity with him; About midnight he wasaken and bound with &isse.Art thou nottoo
conformableto him in that? Is not thabo literally, too exactlythy case? amidnightto havebene taken
and bound with &isse?from thence he wasaried back talerusalemfirst to Annas,then toCaiphas,and
(as late as it was) then hee vexsinined and buffeted anddeliveredoverto the custody of thosaficers
from whome he received all thoge sions and violences, theoveing of hisface,the spiting upon his
face, theblagphemiesof words, and thesmartnes ofblowes which that Gospell mentions. In which
compasse fell thaBallicinium, that crowing of the Cock which called Bpterto hisrepertance How
thou passedst all that time last night thou knowest. If thou didst any thing that fedesieares,and
hastnot shedthem,let me be thyCock,doe it now, Now thyMaster (in the unwotthiestof his servants)
lookes back upothee,doe it now;Betimesjn the morning, so soone as it was day,Jines held aoun
sell in the highPriests hall, and agreed upon thevidenceagainst him, and then caried himRdate,
who was to be hidudge;diddest thowaccusethy selfe when thowakedst thisnorning,and wast thou
content even wittialse accusations (that is) rather t@uspectctionsto have beene sin, which were not,
than tosmother andustify such as weréruly sins?then thou spentst th&bure inconfomity to him:
Pilate foundno evidence againgtim, andtherdore to ease himselfe, and to passeomplenentupon
Herod, Tetrarch ofGalilee, who was at that time derusalem(becauseChrist being aGalilean was of
Herodsjurisdiction) Pilat sent him tdHerod, and rather as a madman thamaldactor, Herod remaun
ded him (with scornes) tdPilat to proceed against him; And this was abeight of the clock. Hast thou
been content to come to thiguisition, this exanination, thisagitaion, thiscribration, this pursuit of thy
conscience, tsift it, to follow it from thesinnesof thy youthto thy presentsinnesrom thesinnesof thy
bed,to thesinnesof thy boorde,and from thesubstanceo thecircumstanceof thy sinnes?That’stime
spentlike thy Saviours. Pilotwold havesaved Christhy using thepriviledge of theday in his behalfe,
because that dayneprisonerwas to balelivered but theychooseBarrabas.Hee would havesaved him
from death, bysatidying their fury, withinflicting othertormentsupon him,scourgng andcrowning with
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thornes, andoading him with manyscorndull andignominouscontunelies But they regarded him not,
they pressed erucifying. Hast thou gone about tedeeme thy sinne, by fasting, by Almeglibgiplines
and mortifications, in way of satidaction to theJustice ofGod? that will not serve, that's not the right
way, weepressean utterCrucifying of thatsinnethat governes thee; and tl@nformesthee toChrist.
Towards noone Pilat gavieidganent and they made sudiastto execuion, as thatoy noonehee was
upon theCrosse.There now hangs thaacredBodyupon theCrosse rebapizedin his owneteares and
sweat andembalmedin his owne bloodalive. There are thoséowells ofcompasion which are so
conspiaious somanfiested as that you magee them through higounds.There thosgloriouseyesgrew
faint in their light: so as thBunashamedo survive themdeparted with his lightoo. And then thaBonne
of God, who wasnever from usand yet had how comengew wayunto us inassunng our nature,deliv-
ersthatsoule(which wasneverout of hisFathershands)by anewway, avolurtary emision of it into his
Fathers hands; For though to t@sd our Lord, belong’d these issuesdefath,so thatconsiceredin his
owne contract, henustnecesatrily die, yet aino breach obattery,which they had made upon Hacred
Body,issued his soule, bemisit,heegave up th&host,and assGod breathed a soule into the firstlam,
so thissecond Adam breathed his soule into God, into the han@odf There wee leave you in that
blesseddepemiancy to hang upon hinthat hangauponthe Crosse, therbathin histeares, theresuckat
his woundesand lie downe inpeacein his grave,till heevouclsafeyou aresurection, and anascersion
into thatKingdome which heehath purchas’d foryou, with the inedimable price of his incorruptible
blood. Amen.
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