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Areopagitica
A Speech for the Liberty ofUnlicensedPrinting, to the Parliament of England (1644)

THEY, who to states angovemnors of the Commonwealth direct their speech, High Court of
Parlianent or, wanting such access in a privebadtion, write that which they foresee may advance
the public good; | suppose them, as atllkgiming of no meanendeawur, not little altered and
moved inwardly in their minds: some with doubt of what will be the success, others with fear of what
will be the censure; some with hope, others wibinfidenceof what they have to speak. And me
perhaps each of theskspasitions as the subject was whereon | entered, may have at other times
variously affected; and likely might in thederemostexpresionsnow also disclose which of them
swayed most, but that the very attempt of this address thus made, and the thought of whom it hath
recourse to, hath got the power within me to a passion, far more welcomendigertal to a
preface.

Which though | stay not to confess ere any ask, | shdllamdess if it be no other than the joy
and gratlation which it brings to all who wish and promote their country’s liberty; whereof this
whole discourse proposed will be a cert@@stimony, if not a trophy. For this is not the liberty which
we can hope, that no grievance ever should arise i@dh@nonvealththat let no man in this world
expect; but when complaints are freely heard, deephsiceredandspeedy reformed, then is the
utmost bound of civil liberty attained that wise men look for. To which if | ntamfestby the very
sound of this which | shall utter, that we are already in good part arrived, and yet from such a steep
disadrartageof tyranny andsupestition grounded into ouprinciplesas was beyond the manhood of
a Romarrecovery, it will be attributed first, as is most due, to the straagisanceof God ourdeliv-
erer, next to yourfaithful guidanceand undaunted wisdom, Lords and Commons of England. Neither
is it in God’s esteem thdiminution of His glory, when honourable things are spoken of good men
and worthymagigrates which if I now first should begin to do, after so fair a progress of sk
abledeeds, and such a longligementupon the whole realm to yoiundefatigeble virtues, | might
be justlyreckonedamong theardiest and theunwillingestof them that praise ye.

Nevethdessthere being threprincipal things, without which alpraisng is but courtship antlat-
tery: First, when that only is praised which is solidly worth praise: next, gheaestlikelihoodsare
brought that such things are truly and really in those persons to whom they are ascribed: the other,
when he who praises, by showing that such his aperauaionis of whom he writes, catemon
strate that heflatters not; the former two of these | haveeretdore endeawoured rescung the
employmentfrom him who went about to impair your merits with a trivial amalignantencomium;
the latter aselongng chiefly to mine owracquital, that whom | so extolled | did not flatter, hath
been reservedppotunelyto thisoccasion

For he who freelynagnfies what hath been nobly done, and fears not to declare as freely what
might be done better, gives ye the best covenant of his fidelity; and thaydlist affecion and his
hope waits on youproceethgs His highespraisng is notflattery, and his plainest advice is a kind
of praigng. For though | should affirm and hold laygument that it would fare better with truth,
with learring and theCommonwealth if one of your published Orders, which | should name, were
called in; yet at the same time it could not but much redound to the lustre of your mild and equal
govermment whenas private persons are hereby animated to think ye better pleased with public
advice, than other statists have been deligherdtdore with publicflattery. And men will then see
whatdifferencethere is between theagnaimity of atriennial Parliament and that jealousaugti-
nessof prelates and Cabi@ourselors that usurped of late, whenas they shall observe ye in the midst
of your victories and successes more geripoking exceptions against a voted Order than other



Milton Areopagitica

Courts, which had produced nothing worth memory but the westation of wealth, would have
endured the leasignified dislike at any suddelAroclanétion.

If I should thus far presume upon the meek demeanour of your civil and gesatteess Lords
and Commons, as what your published Order hath directly said, that to gainsay, | might defend
myself with ease, if any should accuse me of being neiwsoient, did they but know how much
better | find ye esteem it to imitate the old and elepantarity of Greece, than the barbaric pride of
a Hunnish andNorwegian statdiness And out of those ages, to whose polite wisdom and letters we
owe that we are not yet Goths and Jutlanders, | could name him who from his private house wrote
that discourse to thParlianent of Athens, that persuades them to change the form of demaocraty
which was therestallished Such honour was done in those days to men who professed the study of
wisdom and eloquence, not only in their own country, but in other lands, that citisggaimies
heard them gladly, and with great respect, if they had aught in pulalibriorish the state. Thus did
Dion Prusaeus, a stranger and a private orator, counsBhitdians against a former edict; and |
abound with other likexanples which to set here would seipefluous

But if from theindudry of a life wholly dedcatedto studious labours, and those natnadiow
mentshaply not the worse for two and fifty degreeshofthernlatitude so much must bederagated
as to count me not equal to any of those who hadotiidege | would obtain to be thought not so
inferior, asyourselvesaresupeior to the most of them who received their counsel: and how far you
excel them, be assured, Lords and Commons, there can no ¢getitesny appear, than when your
prudent spiritacknowkdgesand obeys the voice of reason from what quarter soever it be heard
spealing; and renders ye as willing to repeal any Act of your own setting forth, as any set forth by
your predeesors

If ye be thus resolved, as it were injury to think ye were not, | know not what shithitdld me
from presening ye with fit instance wherein to show both that love of truth which ye eminently
profess, and thatiprighhessof your judgment which is not wont to be partial tgourselves by
judging over again that Order which ye have ordaineckgolate Printing:-that no book, pamphlet,
or paper shall b&éencdorth printed, unless the same be first approved and licensed by such, or at
least one of such, as shall be thereto appointed. For that part which preserves justly every man’s copy
to himself, or provides for the poor, | touch not, only wish they be not made pretences to abuse and
perseute honest and painful men, who offend not in either of tip@sgaulars But that other clause
of Licensng Books, which we thought had died with his brotheadrgesmal and matrimonial
when the prelates expired, | shall now attend with such a homily, as shall lay before ye, first the
invertors of it to be those whom ye will be loth to own; next what is to be thought in general of
reading,whatever sort the books be; and that this Order avails nothing teuppresisg of scan
dalous sedtious, andlibellous books, which were mainly intended to be suppressed. Last, that it will
be primely to thediscouagenentof all learring, and the stop of Truth, not only ljsexercising and
blunting our abilities in what we know already, but byindeing and croping the discoery that
might be yet further made bothiieligiousand civil Wisdom.

I deny not, but that it is gfreaestconcermentin the Church an€@ommornwealth to have aigi-
lant eye how books demedhenselvesas well as men; anthereafter to confine, imprison, and do
sharpest justice on them amldactors For books are naibsdutely dead things, but do contain a
potency of life in them to be as active as that soul was whose progeny they are; nay, they do preserve
as in a vial the puresfficacy andextradion of that livingintellect that bred them. | know they as
lively, and asvigorously produdive, as thosdabuous dragon’s teeth; and being sown up and down,
may chance to spring up armed men. And yet, on the other hand, walgssssbe used, as good
almost kill a man as kill a good book. Who kills a man killeasomablecredure, God’s image; but
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he who destroys a good book, kills reason itself, kills the image of God, as it were in the eye. Many a
man lives a burden to the earth; but a good book is the precious life-blood of a master spirit,
embalmed andreasuredup on purpose to a life beyond life. 'Tis true, no age can restore a life,
whereof perhaps there is no great loss; enaiutions of ages do not oft recover the loss of a
rejected truth, for the want of which whole nations fare the worse.

We should be wartherdore whatperseution we raise against the living labours of public men,
how we spill that seasoned life of man, preserved and stored up in books; since we see a kind of
homicide may be thugommited somdimesamartydom, and if it extend to the wholenpresion,

a kind of massacre; whereof threcuion ends not in the slaying of atemetnal life, but strikes at
thatetheeal and fifth essence, the breath of reason itself, slayseortality rather than a life. But
lest | should be condemnediofrodudng licence, while | opposkcensng, | refuse not the pains to
be so muchistoiical, as will serve to show what hath been done by ancient and fasoouson
wealthsagainst thiglisoder, till the very time that this project ditensng crept out of thenquisi-
tion, was catched up by our prelates, and hath caught some iedwyters

In Athens, where books and wits were ever busier than in any other part of Greece, | find but only
two sorts ofwritings which themagidratecared to take notice of; those eithbagphemousandathe
istical, orlibellous Thus the books d?rotagoaswere by the judges @&reopayuscommanded to be
burnt, and himself banished therritory for a discourse begun with ht®nfestng not to know
“whether there were gods, or whether not.” And agaitefaining, it was agreed that none should be
traduced by name, as was the manner of V@ammodlia, whereby we may guess how they censured
libelling. And this course was quick enough, as Cicero writes, to quell bottle8peate wits of
other athasts, and the open way afefaning, as the event showed. Of other sects apigions
though tending t@oluptuousess and the denying of DivinRrovidence they took no heed.

Theréore we do not read that eithEpicurus, or thatlibertine school of Cyrene, or what the Cynic
impudenceuttered, was evequesionedby the laws. Neither is it recorded that thetings of those
old comalianswere suppressed, though the acting of them were forbid; and that Plato commended
the reading ofAristophanes the loosest of them all, to his royal schdEonysius is commonly
known, and may be excused, if hadhrysosom, as is reported, nightly studied so much the same
author and had the art to cleanszarilous vehanenceinto the style of a rousing sermon.

That other leading city of Greedeacedaeon, consicering that Lycurgustheir lawgiver was so
addicted to elegar¢arring, as to have been the first that brought out of lonista¢eredworks of
Homer, and sent the poet Thales from Crete to prepare and mollify the Spatiaesswith his
smooth songs and odes, the better to plant among them lagivditgl, it is to be wondered how
musédessandunboolish they were, minding nought but the feats of war. There needédemang
of books them; for they disliked all but their own laconic apothegms, and took adlighion to
chase Archilochus out of their city, perhapsdompodng in a higher strain than their own soldierly
ballads and roundels could reach to. Or if it were for his broad verses, they were not therein so
cautious but they were aBssdute in their promiscuous convereng; whenceEuripides affirms in
Andromache that their women were all unchaste. Thus much may give us light after what sort of
books wergrohibted among the Greeks.

The Romans also, for many ages trained up only ralitary roughhessresenbling most the
Lacedaenonian guise, knew ofearring little but what their twelve Tables, and the Pontific College
with their augurs and flamens taught thenrdligion and law, sana@uaintedwith otherlearring,
that when Carneades affitolaus with the Stoic Diogenes comirgmbasadorsto Rome, took
therebyoccasionto give the city a taste of thgihilosophy, they were suspected feeduersby no
less a man than Cato the Censor, who moved it in the Senate to dismispéegiy, and to banish
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all such Attic babblers out of Italy. But Scipio and others of the nobésiiors withstoodhim and
his old Sabinausteity; honoured and admired the men; and the censor himself at last, in his old age,
fell to the study of what whereof before he wasampuous. And yet at the same time, Naevius and
Plautus, the first Laticomadians had filled the city with all the borrowed scenesvignarder and
Philemon Then began to beonsicered there also what was to be doneliteellous books and
authors; for Naevius was quickly cast into prison forumbridled pen, and released by the tribunes
upon hisrecartation; we read also that libels were burnt, and the makers punishéddgugus The
like seveity, no doubt, was used, if aught wearepiously written against their esteemed gods.
Except in these two points, how the world went in bookshtagigrate kept noreckoning.

And therdore Lucretius withoutimpeacientversfies his Epicurism to Memmius, and had the
honour to be set forth the second time by Cicero, so great a father aafntimeorwealthy although
himself disputes against that opinion in his owmitings Nor was thesatiical sharmessor naked
plainnessof Lucilius, or Catulus, or Flaccus, by any ord@rohikbted. And for matters of state, the
story of Titus Livius, though it extolled that part which Pompey held, washeofore suppressed
by Octavius Caesar of the other faction. But that Naso was by him banished in his old age, for the
wanton poems of his youth, was but a mere covert of state over some secret cause: and besides, the
books were neither banished nor called in. From hence we shall meet with little else but tyranny in
the Roman-empire; that we may not marvel, if not so often bad as good books were silenced. | shall
therdore deem to have been large enoughpliodudéng what among the ancients wgasnistableto
write; save only which, all othergunentswere free to treat on.

By this time theempeors were becom€&hrigians whosediscipline in this point | do not find to
have been more severe than what was formentyddice. The books of those whom they took to be
grand heretics werexanined, refuted, and condemned in the gen@uaiirtils; and not all then were
prohikted, or burnt, byauthoity of the emperor. As for theritings of heathen authors, unless they
were plaininvedives againstChrigianity, as those of Porphyrius and Proclus, they met witimieo-
dict that can be cited, till about the year 400, in a Carthaginian Council, wherein hisbopsives
were forbid to read the books of Gentiles, hatesiesthey might read: while others long before
them, on the contrangcryled more the books of heretics than of Gentiles. And thaptimaitive
Courtils and bishops were wont only to declare what books weregmmendble passing no
further, but leaving it to each one’s conscience to read or to lay by, till after the year 800, is observed
already by Padre Paolo, the great unmasker ofrigine Council.

After which time the Popes of Ronemgrossig what they pleased gblitical rule into their own
hands, extended theidlomirion over men’s eyes, as they had before over jodigments burning
and prohibiting to be read what they fancied not; yet sparing in their censures, and the books not
many which they so dealt with: till Martin V., by his bull, not oplphikted, but was the first that
excommunicatedthe reading oherettal books; for about that tim@/ickliffe and Huss, growing
terrible, were they who first drove the Papal Court to a stricter poligyratiibiing. Which course
Leo X. and hisuccesorsfollowed, until the Council of Trent and the Spaniisguisition engenler
ing together brought forth, or perfected, th@&mdoguesandexpurdgng Indexes, that rake through
the entrails of an old good author, witlvialation worse than any could be offered to his tomb. Nor
did they stay in mattettseretcal, but any subject that was not to their palate, they either condemned
in aProhbition, or had it straight into the nefurgdory of an Index.

To fill up the measure @ncroacment their lastinvertion was to ordain that no book, pamphlet,
or paper should be printed (as if St. Peter had bequeathed them the keys of the press also out of
Paradise) unless it were approved and licensed under the hands of two or three glutton friars. For
example:
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Let the Charcellor Cini be pleased to see if in this present work be contained aught that may
withstandthe printing. Vincent Rabbatta, Vicar of Florence.

| have seen this present work, and find nothing athwart the Catholic faith and good manners: in
witness whereof | have given, etc. Nicolo Citharcelor of Florence.

Attendng the precelent relation, it is allowed that this present work &favarzati may be
printed. Vincent Rabbatta, etc.

It may be printed, July 15. Friar Simon Mompei d’AmeliZharcellor of the holy office in
Florence.

Sure they have a conceit, if he of thattoness pit had not long since broke prison, that this
guadryole exorcismwould bar him down. | fear their next design will be to get into their custody the
licensng of that which they say Claudius intended, but went not through Wiabhchsafeto see
another of their forms, the Roman stamp:

Imprimatur, If it seem good to the reverend master of the holy PaBsmteadro, Vicegerent.
Imprimatur, Friar NicoloRodophi, Master of the holy Palace.

Somémes five Imprimaturs are seen together dialogue-wise in the piazza of one title-page,
complimening and ducking each to other with their shavemeences whether the author, who
stands by irperplexty at the foot of his epistle, shall to the press or to the sponge. These are the
pretty resporsories these are the deantiphonies that so bewitched of late our Prelates and their
chapains with the goodly echo they made; abdsoted us to the gaymitation of a lordly Impri-
matur, one from Lambeth House, another from the west end of Paul’s; so apistayising, that the
word of command still was set down in Latin; as if the leagragimaical pen that wrote it would
cast no ink without Latin; or perhaps, as they thought, because no vulgar tongue was worthy to
express the pure conceit of Bimprimatur, but rather, as | hope, for that our English, the language of
men, ever famous anfdremostin the achievenentsof liberty, will not easily find servile letters
enow to spell such dictaory presumgion English.

And thus ye have thiavenors and theoriginal of book-licengng ripped and drawn as lineally as
anypedigree We have it not, that can be heard of, from any ancient state, or polity or church; nor by
any statute left us by oancesorselder or later; nor from the modern custom of any reformed city or
church abroad; but from the maatti-chrigian council and the mogyramousinquisition that ever
inquired. Till then books were ever as frealymited into the world as any other birth; the issue of
the brain was no more stifled than the issue of the womb: no envious juno sat cross-legged over the
nativity of any man’sintellectual offspring; but if it proved a monster, who denies, but that it was
justly burnt, or sunk into the sea? But that a book, in woosetion than a peccant soul, should be
to stand before a jury ere it be born to the world, and undergo yaEriknessthe judgment of
Radamanth and his colleagues, ere it can pass thebBrkyard into light, was never heard before,
till that mysteiousiniquity, provoked androubled at the first entrance d®eformation, sought out
new limbos and new bells wherein they might include our books also within the number of their
damned. And this was the rare morselbfficiously snatched up, and so ill-favouredly imitated by
our inquisiturient bishops, and thatterdant minorities their chapains. That ye like not now these
most certain authors of thigensng order, and that aBiniger intertion was far distant from your
thoughts, when ye welenportunedthe passing it, all men who know the integrity of your actions,
and how ye honour Truth, will clear ye readily.

But some will say, What though theventors were bad, the thing for all that may be good? It may
be so; yet if that thing be no such déegertion, but obvious, and easy for any man to light on, and
yet best and wisestommomwealthsthrough all ages andccaions haveforeborneto use it, and
falsestseduersandoppresorsof men were the first who took it up, and to no other purpose but to



Milton Areopagitica

obstruct and hinder the first approachRafformation; | am of those who believe it will be a harder
alchymy than Lullius ever knew, gublimateany good use out of such gvertion. Yet this only is
what | request to gain from this reason, that it may be haldngeous and susptious fruit, as
certainly it deserves, for the tree that bore it, until | can dissect one by grepbgiesit has. But |
have first to finish, as was propounded, what is to be thought in general of readingwitaiger
sort they be, and whether be more the benefit or the harm that thence proceeds?

Not to insist upon thexanplesof Moses, Daniel, and Paul, who were skilful in all igerring of
the Egyptians Chaldeans, and Greeks, which couldprotebly be without reading their books of all
sorts; in Paukspeially, Who thought it nalefilementto insert into HolyScripure the sentences of
three Greek poets, and one of thetnagalian the quesion wasnotwithstandng someimescontro
vertedamong theprimitive doctors, but with great odds on that side which affirmed it both lawful
andprofitable as was then evidently perceived, when JulianAghesate and subtlest enemy to our
faith made a decreferbidding Chridiansthe study of heatheearring: for, said he, they wound us
with our own weapons, and with our own arts and sciencestragomeus. And indeed th€hris
tianswere put so to their shifts by this crafty means, and so much in danger to declineigro-all
rance that the twoApollinarii were fain, as a man may to coin all the seven liberal sciences out of the
Bible, redudng it into divers forms of orations, poems, dialogues, even tedlmlating of a new
Chrigian grammar. But, saith thieistarian Socrates, thprovidenceof God provided better than the
indudry of Apollinatius and his son, by taking away thdit erate law with the life of him who
devised it. So great an injury they then held it to be deprived of Helkariéng; and thought it a
perseution moreundemining, and secretlylecayng the Church, than the open cruelty of Decius or
Diocletian.

And perhaps it was the same politic drift that the devil whipped St. Jerome in a Lenten dream, for
reading Cicero; or else it wasphartasmbred by the fever which had then seized him. For had an
angel been hidiscipliner, unless it were for dwelling too much upGicermianisms and hactchas
tisedthe reading, not the vanity, it had been plainly first to correct him for grave Cicero, and not for
scurril Plautus, he confesses to have been reading, not long before; next to correct him only, and let
S0 many more ancient fathers wax old in thpleasntand florid studies without the lash of such a
tutoring appartion; insamuch that Basil teaches how some good use may be made of Margites, a
sporful poem, not now extant, writ by Homer; and why not then of Morgante, an Italian romance
much to the same purpose?

But if it be agreed we shall be tried by visions, there is a vision recordeaskius far ancierer
than this tale of Jerome to the nun Eustochium, and, besides, has nothing of a fe@oiystus
Alexandrinus was about the year 240 a person of great name in the Church for pideaaid,
who had wont to avail himself much against heretics by beamyesantin their books; until a
certainpresyter laid it scrupuously to his conscience, how he durst venture himself among those
defiling volumes. The worthy man, loth to give offence, fell into a new debate with himself what was
to be thought; when suddenly a vision sent from God (it is his own epistle that so avers it) confirmed
him in these words: Read any boeWsakevercome to thy hands, for thou atfficientboth to judge
aright, and to examine each matter. To tt@sdation he assented the sooner, as he confesses,
because it waansweableto that of the Apostle to thEhesdonians Prove all things, hold fast that
which is good. And he might have added anothararkable saying of the same author: To the pure,
all things are pure; not only meats and drinks, but all kirkhotvledgewhether of good or evil; the
knowledgecannot defile, noconseguentlythe books, if the will and conscience be not defiled.

For books are as meats and viands are; some of good, some of evil substance; and yet God, in that
unapocyphal vision, said withoutexcepion, Rise, Peter, kill and eat, leaving the choice to each
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man’sdiscrgion. Wholesomemeats to aitiatedstomach differ little or nothing fromnwholesome

and best books to a naughty mind are unmdpliable to occaionsof evil. Bad meats will scarce
breed goodhouiishmentin the healthiestconcodion; but herein thalifferenceis of bad books, that
they to a discreet anddiciousreader serve in many respects to discover, to confuferaearn,

and toillustrate Whereof what better witness can ye expect | should produce, than one of your own
now sitting inParlianent the chief of learned men reputed in this land, Mr. Selden; whose volume of
natural and national laws proves, not only by geaghoities brought together, but by exquisite
reasons andheaems almostmattemaically demorstraive, that all opinions, yea errors, known,
read, and collated, are of main service assisancetoward the speedgttairmentof what is truest. |
conceivetherdore, that when God did enlarge theiversaldiet of man’s body, saving ever the rules

of tempeance He then also, as before, leitbitrary the dieting andepasing of minds; as wherein
every mature man might havedrercisehis own leadingapady.

How great a virtue iempeance how much of moment through the whole life of man! Yet God
commits themanagng so great a trust, withoypartiaular law or prescrigion, wholly to the
demeanour of every grown man. Atiterdore when He Himself tabled the Jews from heaven, that
omer, which was every man’s daily portion of manna, is computed to have been more than might
have well sufficed thdneartest feeder thrice as many meals. For those actions which enter into a
man, rather than issue out of him, ahdrdore defile not, God uses not taptivate under goerpet
ual childhood of prescrigion, but trusts him with the gift of reason to be his own chooser; there were
but little work left forpreaclting, if law andcompukion should grow so fast upon those things which
heretdore were governed only bgxhotation. Solomon informs us, that much reading 8earness
to the flesh; but neither he nor other inspired author tells us that such or such readiagfid: yet
certainly had God thought good to limit us herein, it had been muchewrpedientto have told us
what wasunlawful than what wasvearsome As for the burning of those Ephesian books by St.
Paul's converts; 'tis replied the books were magic, the Syriac so renders them. It was a private act, a
voluntary act, and leaves us tovalurtary imitation: the men in remorse burnt those books which
were their own; thanagidrate by this example is not appointed; these meadised the books,
another might perhaps have read them in some sort usefully.

Good and evil we know in the field of this world grow up together alinssgarably; and the
knowledgeof good is so involved anisiterwoven the knowledgeof evil, and in so many cunning
resenblanceshardly to be discerned, that those confused seeds which were imposed upon Psyche as
anincesantlabour to cull out, and sort asunder, were not nmaemixed It was from out the rind
of one apple tasted, that tkeowledgeof good and evil, as two twirdeavng together, leaped forth
into the world. And perhaps this is that doom which Adam fill into of knowing good and evil, that is
to say of knowing good by evil. Aberdore the state of man now is; what wisdom can there be to
choose, whatontinenceto forbear without th&knowledge of evil? He that carapprédend and
consider vice with all her baits and seemptgasures and yet abstain, and yeistinguish and yet
prefer that which is truly better, he is the twgyfaing Chrigian.

| cannot praise tugitive andcloisteredvirtue, unexercisedand unbreathed, that never sallies out
and sees haxdvesary, but slinks out of the race, where tl@imoral garland is to be run for, not
without dust and heat. Assuredly we bring motocenceinto the world, we bringmpurity much
rather; that whictpurifies us is trial, and trial is by what is contrary. That virtherdore which is
but a youngling in theontenplation of evil, and knows not the utmost that vice promises to her
followers and rejects it, is but a blank virtue, not a pure;wigtenessis but anexcremertal white-
ness Which was the reason why our sage and serious poet Spenser, whom | dare be known to think a
better teacher than Scotus or Aquirgescriting truetempeanceunder the person of Guion, brings
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him in with his palmer through the cave of Mammon, and the bower of earthly bliss, that he might
see and know, and yet abstain. Sitterdore the knowledgeand survey of vice is in this world so
necesaryto theconsttuting of human virtue, and thecaming of error to theconfirmation of truth,
how can we more safely, and with less danger, scout into the regions of sin and falsity than by
reading all manner dfadatesand hearing all manner of reason? And this is the benefit which may
be had of bookpromiscuouslyread.

But of the harm that may result hence three kinds are usaakyned First, is feared thanfec-
tion that may spread; but then all hunlaarring andcontroversy in religious points must remove
out of the world, yea the Bible itself; for that ofttimes reldilssgphemynot nicely, it describes the
carnal sense of wicked men notekgantly, it brings in holiest mepassioately murmuing against
Provdencethrough all theargumentsof Epicurus in other great disputes it answehsbiously and
darkly to the common reader. And asRamudst what ails the modesty of his marginal Keri, that
Moses and all the prophets cannot persuade him to pronounce the textual Chetiv. For these causes we
all know the Bible itself put by the Papist into the first rankpaoghibted books. Theancienest
fathers must be next removed, as Clemertlexardria, and thaEuséianbook ofEvargelic prepa
ration, transnitting our ears through a hoard léatheish obsceities to receive the Gospel. Who
finds not that Irenaeudpiphanius Jerome, and others discover mdreresies than they well
confute, and that oft for heresy which is the truer opinion?

Nor boots it to say for these, and all the heathen writageeakstinfection, if it must be thought
so, with whom is bound up the life of humigarring, that they writ in an unknown tongue, so long
as we are sure those languages are known as well to the worst of men, who are both most able, and
mostdiligentto instil the poison they suck, first into the courts of prinaeguaining them with the
choicestdelights andcriticismsof sin. As perhaps did th&etraius whom Nero called his Arbiter,
the master of his revels; and thetaious ribald of Arezzo, dreaded and yet dear to the Italian
courtiers. | name not him fgrosteity’s sake, whom Henry VIII. named imerrimenthis Vicar of
hell. By whichcompenliousway all thecontagion that foreign books can infuse will find a passage
to the people far and shorter than an Indian voyage, though it could be sailed either by the north of
Cataioeastvard or of Canadavesivard while our Spanisticensng gags the English press never so
severely.

But on the other side thiafection which is from books ofontroversyin religion is moredoubftul
anddangeousto the learned than to tlignorant and yet those books must permited untouched
by the licenser. It will be hard to instance where igmpgrantman hath been ever seducedobypigi-
cal book in English, unless it were commended and expounded to him by some of that clergy: and
indeed all suclradates whether false or true, are as the prophecy of Isaiah was to the eunuch, not to
be undestood without a guide. But of our priests and doctors how many have been corrupted by
studying the comments of Jesuits a8drborists and how fast they couldanguse that corrugtion
into the people, ouexpeaienceis both late and sad. It is not forgot, since the acute and distinct
Arminius was perverted merely by tiperusng of a nameéessdiscourse written at Delft, which at
first he took in hand to confute.

Seeingtherdore, that those books, and those in gratirdance which arelikeliestto taint both
life and doctrine, cannot be suppressed without the fddasfing and of all ability indispuation,
and that these books of either sort are most and socateing to the learned, from whom to the
common peoplavhakveris herettal or dissdute may quickly be conveyed, and that evil manners
are as perfectly learnt without bookstteousand other ways which cannot be stopped, and evil
doctrine not with books capropagate except a teacher guide, which he might also do without
writing, and so beyongrohibiing, | am not able to unfold, how this cautelcersteprise can be
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exempted from the number of vain aingpossible attempts. And he who wemeasntly disposed
could not well avoid to liken it to the exploit of that gallant man who thought to pound up the crows
by shuting his park gate.

Besides anothéncorvenience if learned men be the first receivers out of booksdigdrea@rs
both of vice and error, how shall the licenstesrselvesbe confided in, unless we can confer upon
them, or they assume tbhenselvesabove all others in the land, the gracenddllibility anduncor
rupteches® And again, if it be true that a wise man, like a good refiner, can gather gold out of the
drossestvolume, and that a fool will be a fool with the best book, yea or without book; there is no
reason that we should deprive a wise man ofatwartageto his wisdom, while we seek to restrain
from a fool, that which being restrained will be no hindrance to his folly. For if there should be so
much exachessalways used to keep that from him which is unfit for his reading, we should in the
judgmentof Aristotle not only, but of Solomon and of our Saviour, wotichsafehim good precepts,
and byconsguencenot willingly admit him to good books; as being certain that a wise man will
make better use of an idle pamphlet, than a fool will do of s&ueBgure

'Tis next alleged we must not expose ourselvdsrgtations without necesity, and next to that,
not employ our time in vain things. To both thedgedions one answer will serve, out of the
grounds already laid, that to all men such books aréematiations, nor vanties, but useful drugs
and mateials wheravith to temper and composdfedive and strong medicines, which man’s life
cannot want. The rest, akildrenandchildish men, who have not the art to qualify and prepare these
working minerals well may be exhorted to forbear, but hindered forcibly they cannot be by all the
licensng that Saintednquisition could ever yet contrive. Which is what | promised to deliver next,
That this order oficensng conduces nothing to the end for which it was framed; and hath almost
prevented me by being clear already while thus much hath dog#airing. See thengenuity of
Truth, who, when she gets a free and willing hand, opens herself faster than the pace of method and
discourse canvertakeher.

It was the task which | began with, to show that no nation, oringtifluted state, if they valued
books at all, did ever use this way lifensng; and it might be answered, that this is a piece of
prudence latelyliscovered To which | return, that as it was a thing slight and obvious to think on, so
if it had beendiffi cult to find out, there wanted not among them long since who suggested such a
course; which they nofollowing, leave us a pattern of thgindgment that it was not the not
knowing, but the noapprovng, which was the cause of their not using it.

Plato, a man of highuthoity, indeed, but least of all for hismmonvealth in the book of his
Laws, which no city ever yet received, fed his fancy by making many edicts to himieggnagers
which they whoothemwise admire him wish had been rather buried and excused in the genial cups of
an Academic night sitting. By which laws he seem®kerate no kind oflearring but byunaterable
decree,consising most of pradical traditions, to theattairment whereof a library of smaller bulk
than his own Dialogues would ladurdant And there also enacts, that no poet should so much as
read to any private man what he had written, until the judges and law-keepers had seen it, and
allowed it. But that Plato meant this |gvecuiarly to thatcommomwealthwhich he hadmagned
and to no other, is evident. Why was he not else a lawgiver to himself ttamggresor, and to be
expelled by his owmagigrates both for the wanton epigrams and dialogues which he made, and his
perpetal reading of Sophron Mimus andiristophanes books ofgros®st infamy, and also for
commendhg the latter of them, though he were thaliciouslibeller of his chief friends, to be read
by the tyranDionysius who had little need of such trash to spend his time on? But that he knew this
licendng of poems hadeference and depemlenceto many otherprovisos there set down in his
fanciedrepubic, which in this world could have no place: and so neither he himself, nanagig
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trate or city ever imitated that course, which, taken apart from those otiiateral injunctions,
must needs be vain affidiitless For if they fell upon one kind dftrictness unless their care were
equal toreguate an other things of like aptness to corrupt the mind, that semgleaour they knew
would be but a fond labour; to shut and fortify one gate ageorstigion, and benecesitatedto
leave others round about wide open.

If we think toreguate printing, thereby to rectify manners, we musguate all recraationsand
pastimes, all that idelighful to man. No music must be heard, no song be set or sung, but what is
grave and Doric. There must beensng dancers, that no gesture, motiondepormentbe taught
our youth but what by their allowance shall be thought honest; for such Plato was provided of; it will
ask more than the work of twenty licensers to examine all the lutes, the violins, and the guitars in
every house; they must not be suffered to prattle as they do, but must be licensed what they may say.
And who shall silence all the airs amthdrigals that whispersoftnessin chanber® The windows
also, and the balconies must be thought on; there are shrewd boolkdangtousfrontispieces set
to sale; who shall prohibit them, shall twenty licensers? The villages also must hawésttoes to
inquire what lectures the bagpipe and the rebeck reads, evenhkialldwy and the gamut of every
munidpal fiddler, for these are theurtrymans Arcadias and his Monte Mayors.

Next, what more nationabrrugion, for which England hears ill abroad, thaouséold gluttony:
who shall be the rectors of our daily rioting? And what shall be done to inhibmudtig#udesthat
frequent those houses whedeunkemessis sold and harboured? Our garments also should be
referred to thdicendng of some more sobevorkmagersto see them cut into a less wanton garb.
Who shallreguate all the mixedconvesaion of our youth, male and female together, as is the
fashion of this country? Who shall still appoint what shall be discoursed what presumed, and no
further? Lastly, who shall forbid arsgpaateall idle resort, all evil company? These things will be,
and must be; but how they shall be least hurtful, how leatiting, herein consists the grave and
governng wisdom of a state.

To sequester out of the world into Atlantic and Utogdalities which never can be drawn into
use, will not mend oucondiion; but to ordain wisely as in this world of evil, in the midst whereof
God hath placed usnavoidably. Nor is it Plato’slicensng of books will do this, whicmecesaily
pulls along with it so many other kinds lafensng, as will make us all bothdiculous and weary,
and yeffrustrate but thosaunwritten or at leastincorstrairing, laws ofvirtuouseducaion, religious
and civil nurture, which Plato there mentions as the bonddigardentsof the commonvealth the
pillars and thesustairers of every written statute; these they be which will bear chief sway in such
matters as these, when Btlenang will be easily eluded. Impunity amg@missiess for certain, are
the bane of @ommonvealth but here the great art lies, to discern in what the law is to bid restraint
andpunishment and in what thingpersuaiononly is to work.

If every action, which is good or evil in man at ripe years, were to be under pittanueserip
tion andcompukion, what were virtue but a name, what praise could be then due to well-doing, what
gramercy to be sober, just, oontinen® Many there be that complain of Divifrovidencefor
suffeling Adam to transgress; foolish tongues! When God gave him reason, He gave him freedom to
choose, for reason is bethoosng; he had been else a mamtificial Adam, such an Adam as he is in
the motions. We ourselves esteem not of th&idence or love, or gift, which is of force: Gatiere
fore left him free, set before him @rovokng object, ever almost in his eyes; herein consisted his
merit, herein the right of his reward, the praise ofafistnence Wherdore did He create passions
within us,pleasuresround about us, but that these rightly tempered are théngreglientsof virtue?

They are not skilfutonsicerers of human things, who imagine to remove sinrbynovng the
matter of sin; for, besides that it is a huge hieapeaing under the very act afiminishing, though
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some part of it may for a time bdthdrawnfrom some persons, it cannot from all, in suamiaver

sal thing as books are; and when this is done, yet the sin remains entire. Though ye take from a
covetous man all hiseasure he has yet one jewel left, ye cannot bereave him afdvstousess

Banish all objects of lust, shut up all youth into #exeestdiscipline that can beexercisedin any
hermitage, ye cannot make them chaste, that came not thither so: such great care and wisdom is
required to the rightnanagng of this point. Suppose we could expel sin by this means; look how
much we thus expel of sin, so much we expel of virtue: for the matter of them both is the same;
remove that, and ye remove them both alike.

This justifies the highprovidenceof God, who, though He commands t@snpeance justice,
continence yet pours out before us, even tprafusaess all desiable things, and gives us minds
that can wander beyond all limit and satiety. Why should we then affect a rigour contrary to the
manner of God and of nature, bpridgng or scaning those means, which books freglgrmited
are, both to the trial of virtue and thgerise of truth? It would be better done, learrthat the law
must needs be frivolous, which goes to restrain thingsetainly and yet equally working to good
and to evil. And were | the chooser, a dram of well-doing should be preferred before many times as
much the forcible hindrance of evil-doing. For God sure esteems the growtomapieing of one
virtuousperson more than the restraint of ten vicious.

And albeitwhateverthing we hear or see, sitting, walkirtgavelling, or convering, may be fitly
called our book, and is of the same effect thidtings are, yet grant the thing to Ipeohikited were
only books, it appears that this ordhéthertois farinsufficientto the end which it intends. Do we not
see, not once or oftener, but weekly, tbantinued court-libel against théarlianent and City,
printed, as the wet sheets can witness, and dispersed among us, fodiaBrkag can do? yet this
is the prime service a man would think, wherein this Order should give proof of itself. If it were
executed, you'll say. But certain,gkecuion be remiss oblindfold now, and in thigparticular, what
will it be herafterand in other books? If then the Order shall not be vairfrasulate behold a new
labour, Lords and Commons, ye must repeal and proscribgcatialous and unlicensedbooks
already printed and divulged; after ye have drawn them up into a list, that all may know which are
condemned, and which not; and ordain that no foreign bookielb&redout of custody, till they
have been read over. This office will require the whole time of not aof@meers and those no
vulgar men. There be also books which are partly usefuleaodlent, partly culpable and perni
cious this work will ask as many morefficials to makeexpugations and expundions that the
Commonwealth of Learring be notdamnfied. In fine, when themultitude of books increase upon
their hands, ye must be fain ¢atdogue all thoseprinterswho are found frequentlgffendng, and
forbid theimportation of their whole suspectetgpogaphy. In a word, that this your Order may be
exact and notleficient ye must reform it perfectlaccordng to the model of Trent and Seville,
which | know ye abhor to do.

Yet though ye shouldondescendto this, which God forbid, the Order still would be luitless
anddefedive to that end whereto ye meant it. If to prevent sects and schisms, who is so unread or so
uncatchisedin story, that hath not heard of many seefssng books as a hindrance, apigksering
their doctrine unmixed for many ages, onlylywrittentraditions? TheChrigian faith, for that was
once a schism, is not unknown to have spread all over Asia, ere any Gospel or Epistle was seen in
writing. If the amendnentof manners be aimed at, look into Italy and Spain, whether those places be
one scruple the better, the honester, the wiser, the chaster, sincerajuibigonal rigour that hath
been executed upon books.

Another reason, whereby to make it plain that this Order will miss the end it seeks, consider by the
quality which ought to be in every licenser. It cannot be denied but that he who is made judge to sit
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upon the birth or death of books, whether they may be wafted into this world or not, had need to be a
man above the common measure, both studious, learnefydicidus there may be else no mean
mistakes in the censure of whatpasable or not; which is also no mean injury. If he be of such
worth as behoves him, there cannot be a more tediousrgubelg journey-work, a greater loss of

time levied upon his head, than to be madepirpetial reader ofunchesenbooks and pamphlets,
ofttimes huge volumes. There is no book thatgsepable unless at certain seasons; but to be
enjoined the reading of that at all times, and in a hand scarce legible, whereof three would not down
at any time in the fairest print, is anposition | cannot believe how he that values time and his own
studies, or is but of sensble nostril, should be able to endure. In this one thing | crave leave of the
present licensers to be pardoned fortlsaking; who doubtesstook this office up, looking on it
through theirobedenceto theParlianent whose command perhaps made all things seem easy and
unlaboriousto them; but that this short trial hath wearied them out already, theiexpvasionsand
excuses to them who make so mgoymeysto solicit their licence aréestmony enough. Seeing
therdore those who now possess thimploymentby all evident signs wisthenselveswell rid of it;

and that no man of worth, none that is not a plain unthrift of his own hours is ever likely to succeed
them, except he mean to put himself to the salary of a poesstor; we may easily foresee what

kind of licensers we are to expdarafter, eitherignorant imperious and remiss, or basepecu

niary. This is what | had to show, wherein this Order cannot conduce to that end whereof it bears the
intertion.

| lastly proceed from the no good it can do, torttamifesthurt it causes, in being first tiggeaest
discoungementand affront that can be offeredl&arring, and to learned men.

It was the complaint arldmenation of prelates, upon every least breath of a motion to remove
pluraiities, and distribute more equally Church revenues, that thelealing would be for ever
dashed andliscouaged But as for that opinion, | never found cause to think that the tenth part of
learring stood or fell with the clergy: nor could | ever but hold it for a sordiduaveoithy speech of
any churchman who had acompéency left him. If therdore ye be loth to dishearten heartily and
discortent not themercenary crew of false pretenders karring, but the free anthgeruoussort of
such as evidently were born to study, and learing for itself, not for lucre or any other end but
the service of God and of truth, and perhaps that lasting famgeapeliity of praise which God and
good men have consented shall be the reward of those whose published labours advance the good of
mankind, then know that, so far to distrust jhdgmentand the honesty of one who hath but a
common repute ifearring, and never yet offended, as not to count him fit to print his mind without
tutor andexarminer, lest he should drop a schism,semehing of corrugion, is thegreagestdisplea
sureandindignity to a free and knowing spirit that can be put upon him.

Whatadvartageis it to be a man over it is to be a boy at school, if we have only escaped the ferula
to come under the fescue of lamprimatur, if serious ancelaloratewritings as if they were no more
than the theme of a grammar-lad underga@da@ogue must not be uttered without the cursory eyes
of atempaising andextenporising licenser? He who is not trusted with his own actions, his drift not
being known to be evil, argtandng to the hazard of law and penalty, has no gaegimentto think
himself reputed in th€ommorwealth wherein he was born, for other than a fool or a foreigner.
When a man writes to the world, he summons up all his reasodedibdration to assist him; he
searchegnediates isindudrious and likely consults and confers with fusliciousfriends; after all
which done he takes himself to be informed in what he writes, as well as any that writ before him. If,
in this the mostonsunmateact of his fidelity and ripeness, no years;jmaudry, no former proof of
his abilities can bring him to that state ofaturity, as not to be still mistrusted and suspected, unless
he carry all hiconsiceratediligence all his midnightwatchings and expense d?alladian oil, to the
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hasty view of an unleisured licenser, perhaps much his younger, perhapdriarioisin judgment
perhaps one who never knew the laboubadkwriting, and if he be not repulsed or slighted, must
appear in print like a puny with his guardian, and his censor’s hand on the back of his title to be his
bail and surety that he is no idiot or seducer, it cannot be digharour and dergyation to the

author, to the book, to therivilegeand dignity ofLearring.

And what if the author shall be one so copious of fancy, as to have many things well worth the
adding come into his mind aftécensng, while the book is yet under the press, which not seldom
happens to the best addigertestwriters; and that perhaps a dozen times in one book? The printer
dares not go beyond his licensed copy; so often then must the author trudge to his leave-giver, that
those his nevinsetions may be viewed; and many a jaunt will be made, ere that licenser, for it must
be the same man, can either be found, or found at leise@@yhile either the press must stand still,
which is no small damage, or the author loseab@ratestthoughts, and send the book forth worse
than he had made it, which tagi gentwriter is thegreaestmelarcholy andvexaion that can befall.

And how can a man teach walthoity, which is the life oteacting, how can he be a doctor in
his book as he ought to be, or else had better be silent, whenas all he teachekligkrgeis but
under the tuition, under theorredion of his patriarchal licenser to blot or alter what precisely
accords not with theideboundhumour which he calls hjadgmen® When every acute reader, upon
the first sight of gpedatic licence, will be ready with these like words to ding the book a quoit’s
distance from him: | hate a pupil teacher, | endure natstrudor that comes to me under thvard
ship of anoverseéng fist. | know nothing of the licenser, but that | have his own hand here for his
arragance who shall warrant me hisdgmen® The State, sir, replies the stationer, but has a quick
return: The State shall be ngpvenors but not my critics; they may be mistaken in the choice of a
licenser, as easily as this licenser may be mistaken in an author; this is some common stuff; and he
might add from Sir Francis Bacon, That saclthagisedbooks are but the language of the times. For
though a licenser should happen tgumiciousmore tharordinary, which will be a gregeopardy of
the nextsuccesion, yet his very office and hisommision enjoins him to let pass nothing but what
is vulgarly received already.

Nay, which is more lamentable, if the work of any deceased author, though never so famous in his
lifetime and even to this day, come to their hands for licence to be printed, or reprinted, if there be
found in his book one sentence offentuious edge, uttered in the height of zeal and who knows
whether it might not be the dictate of a divine spirit, yet not suiting with every low decrepit humour
of their own, though it were Knox himself, the Reformer of a Kingdom, that spake it, they will not
pardon him their dash: the sense of that great man shallgostdlity be lost, for thdearfulnessor
the presumpuous rasmessof a perfundory licenser. And to what an author this violence hath been
late done, and in what book gfeaestconsguenceto befaithfully published, | could now instance,
but shall forbear till a moreonvenientseason.

Yet if these things be not resentestiously and timely by them who have the remedy in their
power, but that such iron moulds as these shall hatteoity to gnaw out thehoicest periods of
exquisitest books, and to commit suctteaclerousfraud against the orphaemairdersof worthiest
men after death, the more sorrow will belong to that hapless race of men, mistmauneit is to
haveundestandng. Hencdorth let no man care to learn, or care to be more than worldly-wise; for
certainly in higher matters to bgnorant andslothful, to be a commosteadast dunce, will be the
only pleasntlife, and only in request.

And as it is garticular diseseemof every knowing person alive, and moguriousto the written
labours andnonumentsof the dead, so to me it seemsuwderaluing andvilifying of the whole
Nation. | cannot set so light by all tivevertion, the art, the wit, the grave and sglidgmentwhich
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is in England, as that it can bemprdiendedin any twentycapadties how good soever, much less
that it should not pass except theipemtendencebe over it, except it be sifted and strained with
their strairers that it should beincurent without their manual stamp. Truth anddestandng are

not such wares as to heonoplised and traded in by tickets and statutes stagidards We must not
think to make a stapleommodity of all theknowledgein the land, to mark and licence it like our
broactloth and ourwoolpacks What is it but eserviudelike that imposed by the Philistines, not to
be allowed theshargening of our own axes andoulters but we must repair from atjuaters to
twentylicensng forges? Had anyone written and divulggdneousthings andscarmalousto honest
life, misusng andforfeiting the esteem had of his reason among men, if afievidion this only
censure were adjudged him that he should nleeecéorth write but what were firstxanmnedby an
appointed officer, whose hand should be annexed to pass his credit for him that now he might be
safely read; it could not bapprdiendediess than alisgracéul punishment Whence to include the
whole Nation, and those that never yet thus offended, under diffrdentandsuspedul prohibi-
tion, may plainly beundestoodwhat adispaagementit is. So much the more, whenas debtors and
delinguentsmay walk abroad without a keeper, bmoffensive books must not stir forth without a
visible jailer in their title.

Nor is it to the common people less than a reproach; for if we be so jealous over them, as that we
dare not trust them with an English pamphlet, what do we but censure them for a giddy, vicious, and
ungrounded people; in such a sick and weak state of faittiscreion, as to be able to take nothing
down but through the pipe of a licenser? That this is care or love of them, we cannot pretend, whenas,
in those popish places where the laity are most hated and despised, thetrisdmassis used over
them. Wisdom we cannot call it, because it stops but one breach of licence, nor that neither: whenas
thosecorrugions which it seeks to prevent, break in faster at other doors which cannot be shut.

And inconclwsion it reflects to thedisrgoute of our Ministers also, of whose labours we should
hope better, and of ttgroficiencywhich their flock reaps by them, than that after all this light of the
Gospel which is, and is to be, and all tbatirual preacling, they should still be frequented with
such anunprircipled, unedfied and laic rabble, as that the whiff of every new pamphlet should
stagger them out of thetatechism andChrigian walking. This may have much reasondiscour
agethe Ministerswhen such a low conceit is had of all thethotations and thebenditing of their
hearers, as that they are not thought fit to be turned loose to three sheets of paper without a licenser;
that all the sermons, all the lectures preached, printed, vented in such numbers, and such volumes, as
have now well nigh made all other books unsaleable, should not be armour enough against one single
Enchiridon, without the castle of St. Angelo of amprimatur.

And lest some should persuade ye, Lords and Commons, thaatbasentsof learned men’s
discoungementat this your Order are mefleurishes and not real, | could recount what | have seen
and heard in otherourtries where this kind ofnquisition tyramises when | have sat among their
learned men, for that honour | had, and been counted happy to be born in such aptidosophic
freedom, as they supposed England was, whéaselvesdid nothing but bemoan the servilendi
tion into whichlearring amongst them was brought; that this was it which had damped the glory of
Italian wits; that nothing had been there written now these many yeditattaryy and fustian. There
it was that | found and visited the famous Galileo, grown gddsanerto thelnquisition, for think-
ing in astroromy othewise than the~rarciscanandDominicanlicensers thought.

And though | knew that England then vgaearing loudest under thprelaical yoke,nevethdess
| took it as a pledge of fututeappness that other nations were so persuaded of her liberty. Yet was
it beyond my hope that those Worthies were thezathng in her air, who should be her leaders to
such adeliverance as shall never biergotten by anyrevdution of time that this world hath to finish.
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When that was once begun, it was as little in my fear that, what words of complaint | heard among
learned men of other parts uttered againstrthaisition, the same | should hear by as learned men at
home uttered in time dParlianentagainst an order dicensng; and that s@eneally that, when |

had disclosed myself @mpaion of theirdiscortent | might say, if without envy, that he whom an
honestquaestoship had endeared to tl&icilianswas not more by theimportunedagainst Verres,

than the favourable opinion which | had among many who honour ye, and are known and respected
by ye, loaded me with entreaties grgtsuaions that | would not despair to lay together that which

just reason should bring into my mind, toward the removal afnaeservedthraldom uponlearring.

That this is notherdore the disbudering of a partiaular fancy, but the common grievance of all
those who had prepared their minds and studies above the vulgar pitch to advance truth in others, and
from others teentetain it, thus much may satisfy.

And in their name | shall for neither friend nor foe conceal what the general murmur is; that if it
come toinquisitioning again andicendng, and that we are simorous of ourselves, and ssuspi
cious of all men, as to fear each book and the shaking of every leaf, before we know what the
contents are; if some who but of late were little better than silencedpieeciing shall come now
to silence us from reading, except what they please, it cannot be guessed what is intended by some
but a second tyranny ovégarring: and will soon put it out ofontroversy, that Bishops ané@res
bytersare the same to us, both name and thing. That those evils of Prelaty, which before from five or
six and twenty sees wedsstribuively charged upon the whole people, will now light wholly upon
learring, is not obscure to us: whenas now the Pastor of a small unlearned Parish on the sudden shall
be exaltedArchbishopover a large diocese of books, and yet not remove, but keep his other cure too,
a mystical pluralist. He who but of late cried down the salalination of every noviceBactelor of
Art, and denied solgirisdiction over the simplegparishioner, shall now at home in his private chair
assume both these oweorthiestandexcelentestbooks and ablest authors that write them.

This is not, ye Covenants aRdbtesationsthat we have made! this is not to put down Prelaty; this
is but to chop alpiscopacy, this is but tarandate the Palacéletropolitanfrom one kind otlomin
ion into another; this is but an olthnorcal sleight of commuing our penance. To startle thus
betimes at a menenlicensedpamphlet will after a while be afraid of evergnvericle, and a while
after will make aconvericle of everyChrigian meeting. But | am certain that a State governed by
the rules of justice antbrtitude or a Church built and founded upon the rock of faith and true
knowledge cannot be s@usilanimous While things are yet notonsttuted in Religion, that
freedom of writing should be restrained bygliscipline imitated from the Prelates and learnt by them
from thelnquisition, to shut us up all again into the breast of a licenser, must needs give cause of
doubt adddiscoungementto all learned anceligiousmen.

Who cannot but discern tHimenessof this politic drift, and who are the contrivers; that while
Bishops were to be baited down, then all Presses might be open; it was the people’s birthright and
privilege in time of Parlianent it was thebreakng forth of light? But now, the Bishopabrayated
and voided out the Church, as if deeformaion sought no more but to make room for others into
their seats under another name, ¢pécopal arts begin to bud again, the cruse of truth must run no
more oil, liberty ofPrining must be enthralled again undepelatcal commision of twenty, the
privilege of the peoplewullified, and, which is worse, the freedomle&rring must groan again, and
to her old fetters: all this thRarliamentyet sitting. Although their own latergumentsand defences
against the Prelates migtgmeniberthem, that thi®bstrucing violence meets for the most part with
an event utterhoppdsite to the end which it drives at: instead sfppresing sects and schisms, it
raises them and invests them witlepuation. “The punishing of wits enhances theauthoity,”
said the Viscount St. Albans; “andfarbiddenwriting is thought to be a certain spark of truth that
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flies up in the faces of them who seek to tread it out.” This Orttendore, may prove a
nursing-mother to sects, but | shall easily show how it will beeglameto Truth: and first bylisen
ablingus to themairntenanceof what is known already.

Well knows he who uses to consider, that our faithkagdvledgethrives byexercise as well as
our limbs andcomplexon. Truth is compared i8cripure to astreaning fountain; if her waters flow
not in aperpetial progresion, they into a muddy pool afonformity andtradition. A man may be a
heretic in the truth; and if he believe things only because his Pastor says s#\ssetiigly sodeter
mines without knowing other reason, though his belief be true, yet the very truth he holds becomes
his heresy.

There is not any burden that some would gladlier post off to another than the charge and care of
their Religion. There be-who knows not that there bePudtesantsandprofesorswho live and die
in as arrant an implicit faith as any lay Papist of Loretto. A wealthy man, addictedrtiedsisreand
to his profits, findsReligion to be a traffic sentargled and of so many piddling accounts, that of all
mystefes he cannot skill to keep a stock going upon that trade. What should he do? fain he would
have the name to breligious fain he would bear up with higighboursin that. What does hibere
fore, but resolve to give over toiling, and to find himself out some factor, to whose care and credit he
may commit the wholenanagng of his religious affairs? some Divine of note amdtmation that
must be. To him he adheres, resigns the wivalehouseof hisreligion, with all the locks and keys,
into his custody; and indeed makes the very person of that maglibien; esteems hiasseiating
with him asufficient evidence and@ommendsory of his own piety. So that a man may sayreis
gion is now no more within himself, but is becomeligidual movable, and goes and comes near
him, accordng as that good man frequents the houseehtetainshim, gives him gifts, feasts him,
lodges him; higeligion comes home at night, prays,liserally supped, andumpguously laid to
sleep, rises, is saluted, and after the malmsey, or some well-spiced brewage, atuicadftisted
than he whose morning appetite would have gladly fed on green figs between Bethany and
Jerusalem, hiReligion walks abroad at eight, and leaves his lentetainerin the shop trading all
day without hisReligion.

Another sort there be who, when they hear that all things shall be ordered, alte¢biteged and
settled, nothing written but what passes through the custom-house of Petéidansthat have the
tonnagng andpoundagng of all free-spoken truth, will straight givbenselvesup into your hands,
make 'em and cut 'em out whetligion ye please: there be delights, thererd@eationsand jolly
pastimes that will fetch the day about from sun to sun, and rock the tedious yeardedigyntal
dream. What need they torture their heads with that which others have taken so strictly@ald so
terably into their ownpurveying? These are the fruits which a dull ease eggs#on of our knowl-
edge bring forth among the people. How goodly and how to be wished were suchedient
unaninity as this, what a fineonformity would it starch us all intoDoublessa staunch and solid
piece offramework, as any January could freeze together.

Nor much better will be theonsguenceeven among the clerghenselves It is no new thing
never heard of before, for a paroch¥ihister, who has his reward and is at his Hercules’ pillars in a
warm benefice, to be easilyclinable if he have nothing else that may rouse up his studies, to finish
his circuit in an Englist€oncodanceand a topic folio, thgatherings and savings of a sobgracu-
ateship, a Harmony and a Caten@eadng the constant round of certain commaoctrinal heads,
attended with the uses, motives, marks, and means, out of which, as oatigfidant, or sol-fa, by
forming andtrangorming, joining anddisjoining variously, a little bookcraft, and two hoursiedia
tion, might furnish himunspeakbly to theperfomanceof more than a weekly charge s#rmoring:
not to reckon up thifinite helps ofintedinearies breviaries, synopses, and othatering gear. But
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as for themultitude of sermons ready printed and piled up, on every text that idiffiatult, our

London trading St. Thomas in his vestry, and add to boot St. Martin and St. Hugh, have not within
their hallowed limits more vendible ware of all sorts ready made: so that penury he never need fear of
pulpit provision, having where splerteouslyto refresh hisnagaine But it his rear and flanks be

not impaled, if his back door be not secured by the rigid licenser, but that a bold book may now and
then issue forth and give the assault to some of hisallddions in their trenches, it will concern

him then to keep waking, to stand in watch, to set good guards and sentinels about hisopieived
ions to walk the round and counter-round with his felioapedors fearing lest any of his flock be
seduced, who also then would be better instructed, hetemisedanddisciplined And God send

that the fear of thidiligence which must then be used, do not make us affedaigessof alicens

ing Church.

For if we be sure we are in the right, and do not hold the truth guiltily, which becomes not, if we
ourselves condemn not our own weak and frivoleashng, and the people for an untaught ame-
ligiousgadding rout, what can be more fair than when a jodinious learned, and of a conscience,
for aught we know, as good as theirs that taught us what we know, shall not privily from house to
house, which is mordangeous but openly by writing publish to the world what his opinion is, what
his reasons, angtherdore that which is now thought cannot be sound? Christ urgedwhasavith
to justify himself, that he preached in public; yet writing is more public graaclng; and more
easy torefutation, if need be, there being so many whbsshnessandprofesion merely it is to be
the chanpionsof Truth; which if they neglect, what can be imputed but their slothnaliity ?

Thus much we are hindered afidinured by this course oficensng, toward the tru&nowledge
of what we seem to know. For how much it hurts and hinders the licehseeelvesin the calling
of their ministry, more than any secumployment if they will discharge that office as they ought,
so that ofnecesity they must neglect either the one duty or the other, | insist not, because it is a
partiaular, but leave it to their own conscience, how they will decide it there.

There is yet behind of what | proposed to lay openinitredble loss anddetrimentthat this plot
of incengng puts us to; more than if some enemy at sea should stop up all our havens and ports and
creeks, it hinders and retards tingportation of our richestMerchardise Truth; nay, it was first
estallishedand put inpradice by Antichristian malice and mystery on set purposextinguish if it
were possble, the light of Reformation, and to settldalsehood little differing from that policy
wherawith the Turk upholds his Alcoran, by tipeohibition of Printing. 'Tis not denied, but gladly
confessed, we are to send our thanks and vows to Heaven louder than-most of nations, for that great
measure of truth which we enjogspeially in those main points between us and the Pope, with his
apputenancesthe Prelates: but he who thinks we are to pitch our tent here, and have attained the
utmost prospect afeformaion that the mortal glass wherein wentenplate can show us, till we
come to beatific vision, that man by this very opinion declares that he is yet far short of Truth.

Truth indeed came once into the world with her Divine Master, and was a perfect shaglennost
ousto look on: but when He ascended, and MNmdles after Him were laid asleep, then straight
arose a wicked race of deceivers, who, as that story goes B§yipean Typhon with hisconspie-
tors how they dealt with the good Osiris, took the virgin Truth, hewed her lovely form thimua
sandpieces, andcateredthem to the four winds. From that time ever since, the sad friends of Truth,
such as durst appeamitating the careful search that Isis made for the mangled body of Osiris, went
up and dowrgathering up limb by limb, still as they could find them. We have not yet found them
all, Lords and Commons, nor ever shall do, till her Master's second coming; He shall bring together
every joint and member, and shall mould them intinanortal feature oflovelinessandperfedion.

Suffer not thesdéicensng prohibitionsto stand at every place oppotunity, forbidding anddisturb
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ing them that continue seeking, that continue to doofisejuiesto the torn body of our martyred
saint.

We boast our light; but if we look not wisely on the Sun itself, it smites uslankoess Who can
discern those planets that are oft combust, and those stargluest magntude that rise and set
with the Sun, until theppasite motion of their orbs bring them to such a place infimeament
where they may be seen evening or morning? The light which we have gained was given us, not to be
ever staring on, but by it to discover onward things more remote frorknowledge It is not the
unfrocking of a priest, the unmitring of a bishop, and teenovng him from off thepredyterian
shoubers that will make us a happy Nation. No, if other things as great in the Church, and in the rule
of life bothecononical andpolitical, be not looked into and reformed, we have looked so long upon
the blaze that Zuinglius and Calvin hath beaconed up to us, that we are stark blind. There be who
perpetially complain of schisms and sects, and make it such a calamity that any man dissents from
their maxims. 'Tis their own pride arighorancewhich causes thdisturling, who neither will hear
meelness nor can convince; yet all must be suppressed which is not found in their Syntagma. They
are thetroublers they are the dividers of unity, who neglect and permit not others to unite those
dissewredpieces which are yet wanting to the body of Truth. To besstitcing what we know not
by what we know, still closing up truth to truth as we find it (for all her bodyoe@eneal and
propotional), this is the golden rule itheobgy as well as inarithmeticand makes up the best
harmony in a Church; not the forced and outward union of cold and neutral, and inwardly divided
minds.

Lords and Commons of England, consider what Nation it is whereof ye are, and whereof ye are the
govemnors a Nation not slow and dull, but of a quidkgeniousandpierdng spirit, acute to invent,
subtle and sinewy to discourse, not beneath the reach-of any point, the highest thatdpaiisn
can soar toTherdore the studies of.earring in her deepest sciences have been so ancient and so
eminent among us, that writers of gamaticquity and ablesfjudgmenthave been persuaded that even
the school ofPythagoas and the Persian wisdom todlegiming from the oldphilosophy of this
island. And that wise and civii Roman, Julidgrricola, who governed once here for Caesar,
preferred the natural wits of Britain before the laboured studies of the French. Nor is it for nothing
that the grave and frugdkrarsylvanian sends out yearly from as far as theurtainous borders of
Russia, and beyond thdercynian wilderness not their youth, but their staid men, to learnour
language and ouhedogic arts.

Yet that which is above all this, the favour and the love of Heaven, we Pavergueagnt to
think in apecudiar mannerpropitious andpropendng towards us. Why else was this Nation chosen
before any other, that out of her, as out of Sion, should be proclaimed and sounded forth the first
tidings and trumpet dReformation to all Europe? And had it not been thiestnateperversaessof
our prelates against the divine and admirable spifWikliff , to suppress him assaghignatic and
innovator, perhaps neither the Bohemian Huss and Jerome, no nor the name of Luther or of Calvin,
had been ever known: the gloryreforming all ourneighbourshad been completely ours. But now,
as ourobduateclergy have with violence demeaned the matter, we are bddtmedothe latest and
backvardestschoblrs of whom God offered to have made us thacters Now once again by all
concurenceof signs, and by the general instinct of holy and devout men, as they daily and solemnly
express their thoughts, Goddecreing to begin some new and great period in His Church, even to
thereforming of Reforméion itself: what does He then but reveal Himself to His servants, and as His
manner is, first to Hi€nglisimer? | say, as His manner is, first to us, though we mark not the
method of Hicoursels and arainwotthy.

Behold now this vast City: a city of refuge, the mansion house of libemtygnpassedand
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surrounded with Hiprotedion; the shop of war hath not there more anvils and hammers waking, to
fashion out the plates aimstrumentsof armed Justice in defencelwleagueredTruth, than there be
pens and heads there, sitting by their studious lamps, masiagiing, revolving new notions and
ideaswheravith to present, as with their homage and their fealty,ajyeroacing Reformation:
others as fast reading, trying all thingsserihg to the force of reason arambnvincenent What
could a man require more from a Nation so pliant and so prone to sedinaftdedge What wants
there to such a towardly ameghant soil, but wise andaithful labouers to make a knowing
people, a Nation of Prophets of Sages, and of Worthies? We reckon more than five months yet to
harvest; there need not be five weeks; had we but eyes to lift up, the fields are white already.

Where there is much desire to learn, theneegksity will be much arguing, much writing, many
opinions for opinion in good men is bkinowledgein the making. Under thedantagic terrors of
sect and schism, we wrong the earnest and zealous thirskradigledgeandundestandng which
God hath stirred up in this city. What some lament of, we rather should rejoice at, should rather
praise this piouforwardhessamong men, toeasumethe ill-reputed care of theReligion into their
own hands again. A littlgeneous prudence, a littléorbeaanceof one another, and some grain of
charity might win all thesealiligencesto join, and unite in one general ahotherly search after
Truth; could we but forego thjsrelaical tradition of crowdng free consciences ar@hrigian liber-
tiesinto canons and precepts of men. | doubt not, if some great and worthy stranger should come
among us, wise to discern the mould and temper if a people, and how to gosleseriing the high
hopes and aims, thdiligent alacrity of our extended thoughts arghsoings in the pursuance of
truth and freedom, but that he would cry out as Pyrrhus atidhiing the Romandocility and
courage: If such were my Epirots, | would not despaimgtieaestdesign that could be attempted, to
make a Church or Kingdom happy.

Yet these are the men cried out againssébisnaics and sectaries; as if, while the temple of the
Lord wasbuilding, some cutting, somgguaing the marble, others hewing the cedars, there should
be a sort ofrrational men who could not consider there must be many schisms anddisaagions
made in the quarry and in the timber, ere the house of God can be built. And when every stone is laid
artfully together, it cannot be united intacantinuity, it can but beontiguwusin this world; neither
can every piece of theuilding be of one form; nay rather tiperfedion consists in this, that, out of
many modeate varieties and brotherly dissimilitudesthat are not vastlgisprgortional, arises the
goodly and thgracdul symmaery that commends the whole pile astdudure.

Let ustherdore be moreconsiceratebuilders, more wise igpiritual archiedure, when greatefor-
mdion is expected. For now the time seems come, wherein Moses the great prophet may sit in
heaverrejoidng to see thammemaableandgloriouswish of his fulfilled, when not only our seventy
Elders, but all the Lord’s people, are become prophets. No marvel then though some men, and some
good men too perhaps, but younggimochess as Joshua then was, envy them. They fret, and out of
their ownwealknessare in agony, lest theskvisionsandsubdvisionswill undo us. Theadvesary
again applauds, and waits the hour: When they have bratiwmesklvesout, saith he, small enough
into parties angbartitions, then will be our time. Fool! he sees not the firm root, out of which we all
grow, though into branches: nor will be ware until he see our small dimideglescutting through
at every angle of his ill-united and unwieldy brigade. And that we are to hope better of all these
supposed sects and schisms, and that we shall not neesdolicdtide honest perhaps though
over-timaousof them that vex in this behalf, but shall laugh in the end at thafieiousapplauers
of ourdifferences| have these reasons to persuade me.

First, when a City shall be as it were besieged and blocked abouigigable river infested,
inroads andncursionsround,defianceand battle oft rumoured to lmearching up even to her walls
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and suburb trenches, that then the people, or the greater part, more than at other times, wholly taken
up with the study of highest and masiportant matters to be reformed, should dispuing, reason
ing, reading,invening, discouréng, even to a rarity anddmration, things not before discoursed or
written of, argues first ainguar goodwill, contenedhessand confidencein your prudenforesight
and safegoverrment Lords and Commons; and from thence derives itself to a gallant bravery and
well-grounded contempt of their enemies, as if there were no small number of as great spirits among
us, as his was, who when Rome was nigh besiegddiabybal, being in the bought that piece of
ground at no cheap rate, wherddannbal himself encamped his owagiment

Next, it is a lively anadheeful presage of our happy success and victory. For as in a body, when
the blood is fresh, the spirits pure angorous not only to vital but toational facuties, and those in
the acutest and the pertegtetions of wit and subtlety, it argues in what good plight aondsttu-
tion the body is so when theheefulnessof the people is so sprightly up, as that it has not only
wherawith to guard well its own freedom and safety, but to spare, and to bestow upon the solidest
and sublimest points abntroversyand newinvertion, it betdkensus notdegemrated nordroogng
to a fatal decay, but casting off the old amdnkled skin of corrugion to outlive these pangs and
wax young agairenteing thegloriousways of truth angrogerousvirtue, destined to become great
and honourable in these latter ages. Methinks | see in my mind a nolpelissahtnation rousing
herself like a strong man after sleep, and shakingnkércible locks. Methinks | see her as an eagle
her mighty youth, and kindling hemdazled eyes at the full midday beam; purging amcaing
her long-abused sight at theuntain itself of heaenly radiance while the whole noise dimorous
andflocking birds, with those also that love the twilight, flutter about, amazed at what she means,
and in their envious gabble woyddognodicatea year of sects and schisms.

What would ye do then? should ye suppress all this flowery crépafledgeand new light
sprung up and yeipringng daily in this city? should ye set an oligarchy of twenty engrossers over it,
to bring a famine upon our minds again, when we shall know nothing but what is measured to us by
their bushel? Believe it, Lords and Commons, they who counsel ye to supprasisig do as good
as bid ye suppresmurselves and | will soon show how. If it be desired to know thenediate
cause of all this free writing and frepealng, there cannot be assigned a truer than your own mild
and free and humargovermment It is the liberty, Lords and Commons, which your ovahtorous
and happycourselshave purchased us, liberty which is the nurse of all great wits; this is that which
hath rarefied anénlighienedour spirits like thénfluenceof heaven; this is that which haghnfran
chised enlarged and lifted up oapprdersionsdegrees abovhenselves

Ye cannot make us now less capable, less knowing, less eaigiexiyg of the truth, unless ye
first makeyourselves that made us so, less the lovers, less the founders of our true liberty. We can
grow ignorantagain, brutish, formal and slavish, as ye found us; but you then must first become that
which ye cannot beyppresive, arbitrary andtyramous as they were from whom ye have freed us.
That our hearts are now marapa&ious our thoughts more erected to the searchexpedation of
greaestand exactest things, is the issue of your own viptogagatedin us; ye cannot suppress that,
unless yeeinforce anabrayatedandmerciesslaw, that fathers may despatch at will their ostnil-
dren And who shall then stick closest to ye, and excite others? not he who takes up arms for coat and
conduct, and his four nobles of Danegelt. Although | dispraise not the defenceiwinusities yet
love my peace better, if that were all. Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely
accordng to conscience, above &berties

What would be best advised, then, if it be found so hurtful and so unequal to sopjmiess for
the newness or thensuiaiblenessto acustonary accepance will not be my task to say. | only shall
repeat what | have learned from one of your own honourable number, a right noble and pious lord,
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who, had he nasacrficed his life and fortunes to the Church a@dmmorwealth we had not now
missed and bewailed a wordly and undoubted patron cathiment Ye know him, | am sure; yet |
for honour’s sake, and may it be eternal to him, shall name him, the Lord Brook. He wriipgp-of
copacyand by the wayreaing of sects and schisms, left ye his vote, or rather now the last words of
his dying charge, which | know will ever be of dear and honoured regard with ye, somaelfess
and breatling charity, that next to His lasestanent who bequeathed love and peace to dissr

ples | cannot call to mind where | have read or heard words more milp@aciul. He there
exhorts us to hear with patience a@mamility those, however they be miscalled, that desire to live
purely, in such a use of Godidinancesas the besjuidanceof their conscience gives them, and to
toleratethem, though in somédiscorformity to ourselves. The book itself will tell us more at large,
being published to the world, amigédicatedto theParlianentby him who, both for his life and for
his death, deserves that what advice We left be not laid by without perusal.

And now the time in special is, lprivilege to write and speak what may help to the further
discussing of matters iagitaion. The temple of Janus with his tweontroversial faces might now
not unsignifcantly be set open. And though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to play upon the
earth, so Truth be in the field, we dguriously, by licengng and prohibiing, to misdoubt her
strength. Let her anBalsdood grapple; who ever knew Truth put to the worse, in a free and open
encounter? Heconfuing is the best and surestippresisg. He who hears what praying there is for
light and cleareknowledgeto be sent down among us, would think of other matters tohstuted
beyond thediscipline of Geneva, framed and fabricked already to our hands. when the new light
which we beg for shines in upon us, there be who envy and oppose, if it come not first in at their
casenents What acollusion is this, whenas we are exhorted by the wise man taliligence to
seek for wisdom as for hidddressuresearly and late, that another order shall enjoin us to know
nothing but by statute? When a man hath dabouing the hardest labour in the deep mines of
knowledge hath furnished out hifindingsin all their equipage; drawn forth his reasons as it were a
battle rangedscateredand defeated afibjedionsin his way; calls out hiadvesaryinto the plain,
offers him theadvartage of wind and sun, if he please, only that he may try the matter by dint of
argunent for hisoppmentsthen to skulk, to lapmbusiments to keep a narrow bridge t€ensng
where thechalengershould pass, though it be valour enouglsatdieship is butweakiessand
cowardice in the wars of Truth.

For who knows not that Truth is strong, next to the Almighty? She neeg®licees nor
stratagems, ndicensngsto make hewictorious those are the shifts and the defences that error uses
against her power. Give her but room, and do not bind her when she sleeps, for then she speaks not
true, as the old Proteus did, who spake oracles only when he was caught and bound, but then rather
she turns herself into all shapes, except her own, and perhaps tunes hacewideg to the time,
as Micaiah did before Ahab, until she be adjured into herlidwness Yet is it notimpossible that
she may have more shapes than one. What else is all that rank ofinliffgsent wherein Truth
may be on this side or on the other, without being unlike herself? What but a vain shadow else is the
abolition of thoseordinances that hand-writing nailed to the cross? What great purchase is this
Chrigian liberty which Paul so often boasts of? His doctrine is, that he who eats or eats not, regards a
day or regards it not, may do either to the Lord. How many other things migblelzedin peace,
and left to conscience, had we but charity, and were it not the chief stronghold of our hypocrisy to be
ever judging one another?

| fear yet this iron yoke of outwaobnfomity hath left a slavish print upon our necks; the ghost of
a linen decency yet haunts us. We stumble andnapetient at the leastividing of one visible
congrgaion from another, though it be not ifundamertals and through ouforwardhessto
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suppress, and olrackvardhessto recover any enthralled piece of truth out of the gripe of custom,
we care not to keep trugepaatedfrom truth, which is the fiercest rent and disunion of all. We do
not see that, while we still affect by all means a reg¢enal formality, we may as soon fall again
into a grossonforning stupidty, a stark and deazbngeamentof wood and hay and stubble, forced
and frozen together, which is more to the suddegemraing of a Church than mangubdi
chotomiesof petty schisms.

Not that | can think well of every ligsepaation, or that all in a Church is to be expected gold and
silver and precious stones: it is rmissble for man to sever the wheat from the tares,the good fish
from the other fry; that must be the Angels’ Ministry at the end of mortal things. Yet if all cannot be
of one mind-as who looks they should be?-thisibtessis morewholesome more prudent, and
more Chrigian that many beolerated rather than all compelled. | mean rokerated popery, and
opensupestition, which, as iextirpatesall religionsand civil supremaies so itself should bextir-
pate provided first that althaitable andcompasiomate means be used to win and regain the weak
and the misled: that also which is impious or elkdutely either against faith or manners no law
can possbly permit, that intends not to unlaw itself: but thesgghouiing differences or rather
indifferences are what | speak of, whether in some point of doctrine disaipline, which, though
they may be many, yet need moterupt the unity of Spirit, if we could but find among us the bond
of peace.

In themeartime if any one would write, and bring his helpful hand to the slow-moRRefprma
tion which we labour under, if Truth have spoken to him before others, or but seemed at least to
speak, who hath deejesuitedus that we should trouble that man with asking licence to do so worthy
a deed? and not consider this, that if it comenmhibiting, there is not aught more likely to be
prohikited than truth itself; whose firsippeaanceto our eyes, bleared and dimmed wittejudice
and custom, is more unsightly andplawsible than many errors, even as the person is of many a
great man slight and contemptible to see to. And what do they tell us vainly apm@@ns, when
this very opinion of theirs, that none must be heard, but whom they like, is the worst and newest
opinion of all others; and is the chief cause why sects and schisms do so much abound, and true
knowledgeis kept at distance from us; besides yet a greater danger which is in it?

For when God shakes a Kingdom with strong leealtHul commadionsto a generateforming, tis
not untrue that many sectaries and faéseclersare then busiest iseduing; but yet more true it is,
that God then raises to His own work men of ebidities and more than commandudry, not only
to look back and revise what hath been taumgnetdore, but to gain further and go on some new
enlighenedsteps in theliscowery of truth. For such is the order of Go@slightering His Church, to
dispense and deal out by degrees His beam, so as our earthly eyes may best sustain it.

Neither is God appointed and confined, where and out of what place these His chosen shall be first
heard to speak; for He sees not as man sees, chooses not as man chooses, lest we should devote
ourselves again to set places, asderblies, and outwaraallings of men;planing our faith while in
the oldConvaaion house, and another while in the Chapéiasminster, when all the faith and
religion that shall be thereanonsedis notsufficient without plainconvincenent and the charity of
patientinstrudion to supple the least bruise of conscience, to edify the me@metian, who
desires to walk in the Spirit, and not in the letter of human trust, for all the number of voices that can
be there made; no, though Harry VII. himself there, with all his liege tombs about him, should lend
them voices from the dead, to swell their number.

And if the men berraneouswho appear to be the leadiaghignaics, whatwithholdsus but our
sloth, our self-will, and distrust in the right cause, that we do not give them gentle meeting and gentle
dismissions that we debate not and examine the makteroughly with liberal and frequenaudi
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ence if not for their sakes, yet for our own? seeing ho man who hath teastgehg, but will confess

the many ways oprofiting by those who, not contented with stale receipts, are able to manage and
set forth newpostionsto the world. And were they but as the dust and cinders of our feet, so long as

in that notion they may yet serve to polish and brighten the armoury of Truth, even for that respect
they were not utterly to be cast away. But if they be of those whom God hath fitted for the special use
of these times with eminent and ample gifts, and those perhaps neither among the Priests nor among
the Phaisees and we in the haste ofpmecifgtant zeal shall make ndistindion, but resolve to stop

their mouths, because we fear they come with newdangeous opinions, as we commonlyore-

judge them ere weaundestandthem, no less than woe to us, whileinking thus to defend the
Gospel, we are found theerseutors.

There have been not a few since tiegiming of this Parlianent both of thePredytery and
others, who by theiunlicensedbooks, to the contempt of amprimatur, first broke that triple ice
clung about our hearts, and taught the people to see day: | hope that none of those were the
persuaders to renew upon us this bondage whichttieyselveshave wrought so much good by
contemiing. But if neither the check that Moses gave to young Joshua, nootiemandwhich
our Saviour gave to young John, who was so ready to prohibit those whom he thrdicginised be
not enough tadmonsh our Elders hownaceptbleto God their testy mood girohibiting is, if
neither their owrremenbrancewhat evil hath abounded in the Church by this lelicefinsng, and
what good in theythenselveshave begun byrangresing it, be not enough, but that they will
persuade and execute the mBsmminicanpart thelnquisition over us, and are already with one foot
in the stirrup so active auppressg, it would be no unequalistribution in the first place to
suppress theuppresorsthenselves whom the change of theiondtion hath puffed up, more than
their lateexpeienceof harder times hath made wise.

And as forreguating the Press, let no man think to have the honowadeisng ye better than
yourselveshave done in that Order published next before this, “that no book be Printed, unless the
Printer's and the Author’'s name, or at least the Printer'siebitered” Those whichothemise
come forth, if they be found mischievous dibellous, the fire and thexecuionerwill be thetimeli-
estand the mostffedual remedy that man’preverion can use. For thigutheric Spanish policy of
licensng books, if | have said aught, will prove the mosticensedook itself within a short while;
and was themmediate image of a Star Chamber decree to that purpose made in those very times
when that Court did the rest of those her pious works, for which she is now fallen from the stars with
Lucifer. Whereby ye may guess what kind of state prudence, what love of the people, what care of
Religion or good manners there was at tioatriving, although withsinguar hypocrisy it pretended
to bind books to their good behaviour. And how it got the upper hand ofpyecelent Order so
well consttuted before, if we may believe those men whpsefesion gives them cause to enquire
most, it may be doubted there was in it the fraud of sompatkttieesandmonomlisersin the trade
of bookselling who under pretence of the poor in their Company not to be defrauded, and the just
retairing of each man his several copy, which God forbid shoulgdissaid brought divers glosing
colours to the House, which were indeed but colours, and serving to no end excepeidedea
supeiority over theirneighbours men who do notherdore labour in an honegirofesionto which
learring is indebted, that they should be made other men’s vassals. Another end is thought was aimed
at by some of them iprocuing by petition this Order, that, having power in their hanaslignant
books might the easier scape abroad, as the event shows.

But of these sophisms and elenchsnefchaulise | skill not. This | know, that errors in a good
goverrmentand in a bad are equally almdastident for whatMagigrate may not bemisinformed
and much the sooner, if Liberty Bfinting be reduced into the power of a few? But to redvélis
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ingly andspeedy what hath been erred, and in highasthoity to esteem a plaiadvetisement
more than others have donswnguousbribe, is a virtue (honoured Lords and Commarsgwer
ableto your highest actions, and whereof noneantid patebutgreaestand wisest men.

THE END
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