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ABOUT LA MAMA EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE CLUB

La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club, under the guidance of founder and artistic director
Elien Stewart, has for the past 44 years been the melting pot for creative risk taking,
experimental exploration and challenges to artistic boundaries. We have grown from a
small basement with 9 tables and chairs in 1961 to a multi-purpose art complex that
includes 3 theatres, 6 floors of rehearsal space, an art gallery, non profit office space, a
performance workshop space, an educational workshop space and an archive extensively
documenting the beginnings of the Off-Off Broadway theatre movement and the history
of the La MaMa theatre and its artists. We have been honored with over 50 Obie Awards,
dozens of Drama Desk Awards, Bessie Awards and Villager Awards.

La MaMa enjoys international recognition as the home for theatrical experimentation.
Here at La MaMa Art is a universal language. Cultural pluralism and ethnic diversity has
been integral to the work of the past 43 years created on our stages. La MaMa is one of
America’s premiere presenters of international performance. In the 60’s, with the help of
the Ford Foundation and NYU’s Ted Hoffman, La MaMa brought Jerzy Grotowski’s first
workshop to America. La MaMa introduced Tadeusz Kantor, Tadeusz Rosewicz, and
Andrei Serban to American Audiences. We introduced contemporary theatre from India
with Asif Currimbhoy and Gucharan Das, to the Japanese Avant guarde theatre of the
early 70°s with Shuji Terayama and Higashi Yutaka (of the Tokyo Kid Brothers). We
Introduced Korean contemporary theatre Pagoon Woulk and Korean Drama Center La
MaMa introduced Kazuo Ohno, the father of Butoh. We introduced Duro Ladipo from
Nigeria, the Dance Theatre of Zaire with the Isiga Dancers, and Rose Marie Giraud from
the Ivory Coast. La MaMa is the home of T.W.I.T .A.S.-Phillipines with Cecile Guidote.
Our companies have come from 70 different countries, the performances are strong,
risky and often the only contact Americans have with this unusual work.

La MaMa was one of the off off Broadway theatres to support full time resident
companies. La MaMa was one of the first off off Broadway theatres to tour Europe. In
1965 La MaMa introced plays by 22 different playwrights. The list includes: The La
MaMa Troupe directed by Tom O'Horgan; Mabou Mines directed by Lee Breuer; the ETC
Company directed by Wilford Leach and John Braswell; La MaMa Plexus directed by Joel
Zwick; The Great Jones Repertory Company directed by Andrei Serban & Elizabeth
Swados; The East Third Street Workshop directed by Martine Barat; The Jarboro Troupe
directed by Hugh Gittens; The Third World Theatre Institute (Phillipines) directed by
Cecille Guidote; Theatre of the Eye directed by Tom Eyen; The Play-House of the
Ridiculous directed by John Vaccaro; the American Indian Theatre Ensemble directed by
Hanay Geiogamah; La MaMa Chinatown directed by Wu Jing-jyi and Ching Yeh of Taiwan
-- out of which grew The Pan Asian Repertory directed by Tisa Chang; Ping Chong and
Company; Laughing Stone directed by Sin Cha Hong; The Trocadero Gloxina Ballet
directed by Larry Ree; The Yara Arts Group directed by Virlana Tkacz which introduced
artists from the Ukraine and Buryat Republic (Siberia) ; Slant created by Rick Ebihara,
Wayland Quintero and Perry Yung; Otrabanda directed by Roger Babb; Skysaver
Productions directed by Theodora Skipitares; Kinding Sindaw (Philippine Heritage Dance
Theatre) directed by Potri Ranka Manis, Loco 7 directed by Federico Restrepo, The
Shaliko Company directed by Leo Shapiro, The Theatre of a Two Headed Caif directed by
Brooke O‘Harra and Watson Arts directed by Mary Fulham. These companies have
served as ambassadors of experimental culture in all corners of the world.

La MaMa continues its original vision and mission of bringing artists, dancers, writers
musicians, actors, directors and technicians together to investigate and create. Twelve
years ago Ellen Stewart founded La MaMa Umbria, an international artist home tucked
into the hilis of Umbria, Italy in Santa Maria Reggiana. It is dedicated to the creation of
activities which foster cultural exchange and international understanding. The Center
provides the opportunity for culturally diverse artists to live together while working on
productions or participating in workshops and to develop their artistic skills immersed in
a creative, natural environment. In the past thirteen years, the Center’s activities have
included the presentation of twenty-six theatre productions as well as workshops, art
exhibitions, and conferences.



LA MAMA THANKS OUR GENEROUS DONORS AND PATRONS

The New York State Council on the Arts, The City of New York/Department of Cultural
Affairs, The Shubert Foundation, The Ford Foundation, The National Endowment for
the Arts, The Asian Cultural Council, Andrew W. Melion Foundation, The Lila Acheson
Wallace Theatre Fund of the New York Community Trust by the founders of The
Reader’s Digest Association, The Trust for Mutual Understanding, The Troy
Foundation, The Blue Man Group, Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, The John
Golden Fund, Van Itallie Foundation, Jim Henson Foundation, The Low Wood Fund,
Lucille Lortel Foundation, Axe-Houghton Foundation, Carnegie Corporation, Alliance for
Resident Theatres, JPMorgan Chase Foundation, American Theatre Wing, The North
Star Fund, Harkness Foundation for Dance, California Community Foundation, Doran
Family Foundation, Phaedrus Foundation, Ewing M. Kaufman Foundation, Puffin
Foundation, Baumol Family Fund, The Mufson Family Foundation, Theatre
Communication Group, Streaming Media Culture, The New York Foundation for the
Arts, The James E. Robison Foundation, Materials for the Arts, Sequoia Foundation,
Jerome Robbins Foundation, The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust, Japan
Foundation, Total Information Center, "The New York Times Company Foundation
Fund for Midsize Theatres, a project of A.R.T./New York", Foundation for
Contemporary Arts, Tomorrow Foundation, Jewish Communal Fund, Leon Levy
Foundation, IBM, and La MaMa E.T.C. is a participant in the New Generations
Program, funded by Doris Duke Charitable Foundation/ The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation and administrated by TCG, the national organization for the American
Theatre.

AND OF COURSE

Edward Albee, Bruce & Vicky Allardice, Mr. & Mrs. Baumol, Joseph Bijou, Walter &
Sandra Brett, Wickham Boyle, Patrick Burke, George Cambell Jr, Ruben Cammayo,
Donald & Linda Carucci, Frank Carucci, Donald Capoccia, Rose Caputo, Ping Chong,
Martha Coigney, Diane Condon, Joan Crawford, Harvey Dale, David J. Diamond,
Dennis Diamond (Video D), Michael DiAntonio, Edward DeGrazia, Armando diNatale,
Renee Epstein, Kathryn Feldman, Michael A. Fink, Michael G. Flanigan, Margery
Fulham, Timothy Fulham, Wiley Fulham, Sam Glazer, F. Jeanne Goetz, H.T. Chen
Dance Company, Tim, Gail, & Sheila Healy, Cheryl Henson, Natsu Ifill, Jeanne
Ickovits, Harvey Keitel, Leslie Kogood, Ernest & Joyce Kurnow, George Kuser, Diane
Lane, Richard Lanier, Wayne Lawson, Sol Lewitt, Harvey Lichtenstein, Allen Maniker,
Maria Meyers, Daniel Mufson, Jennifer Ortega, Donald R. Pitti, Albert Poland, Joumana
Rizk, William Rondina, Joan Rose, Larry Sacharow, Marten Sameth, John Schultz, Rose
Schwartz, Pam & Bob Seelig, David B. Sherman, Henry Simmons, Mr. & Mrs. Stefan
Slywotsky, Jonathan Small, Peter & Brenda Swords, Susan & Bill Tatum, Christine van
Itallie, Jean Claude van Itallie, Deidre Valente, John Wessel, Robert Wilson, Duk
Hyung Yoo, Sherry Zewkowski, Paul Zimet and Joel Zwick

WE COULDN'T LIVE WITHOUT YOU!

The programs of La MaMa E.T.C. are supported by public funds from the National
Endowment for the Arts, The New York State Council on the Arts, The Honorable
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, City of New York Department of Cultural Affairs, and the
Office of the Manhattan Borough President. Invaluable help is also provided by
Materials For the Arts, NYYC Department of Cultural Affairs, NYC Department of
Sanitation, NYC Board of Education. La MaMa wishes to give special thanks to
Blue Man Group for i copginued support.
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LA MAMA EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE CLUB STAFF

Founder and Artistic Director ELLEN STEWART
Managing Director GRETCHEN GREEN
Associate Director BEVERLY PETTY
Curator for Performance - The Club NICKY PARAISO
Resident Composers GENJI ITO, MICHAEL SIROTTA, & YUKIO TSUJI
"Experiments” Reading Series Curator GEORGE FERENCZ
Poetry "Electric" Series Curator WILLIAM ELECTRIC BLACK
Body Management MICHAEL BRODY
Resident Set Designer JUN MAEDA
Resident Sound Designer TIM SCHELLENBAUM
Technical Director MARK TAMBELLA
Master Carpenters DAVID ADAMS & TOM LEE
Master Electricians ARTHUR ADAIR, DAVID BONILLA & GIAN MARCO LO FORTE
Technical Crew PETER CASE, & ANGELA SIERRA
Puppet Construction and Choreographer FEDERICO RESTREPO
La MaMa Archives DORIS PETTIJOHN, OZZIE RODRIGUEZ & SHIGEKO SUGA
Production Coordinator & Graphic Design DENISE GREBER
Development KAORI FUJIYABU & KIKU SAKAI
Coffeehouse Chronicles CHRIS KAPP
La MaMa Galleria Staff BARBARA MERRY GENG & CESAR LLAMAS
Box Office House Manager BRIAN GLOVER
House Managers VALOIS MICKENS & MOHAMMAD HATTA
Box Office Staff MICHAEL ARIAN, MICHAL GAMILY, CHRIS KAPP,
SASHA PAINTER, BENJAMIN MARCANTONI
Great Jones Staff MICHAEL ARIAN, BLUE, ANNIE LLAMAS & TOMMYE RICE
Honorary Trustee ? JULES WEISS
Superintendent ARMANDO ARIAS
Accounting BRUCE M. BUTCHEN, C.P.A.
www.lamama.org

LA MAMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Frank Carucci (President), Ellen Stewart (Founder/Artistic Director),
Donald Capoccia, Gretchen Green, Byung Koo Ahn, William M. Carey,
Andre DeShields, Michael A. Fink, George Kuser, Donald Pitti,
Joan Rose, Peter Swords, John Wessel



